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Report from the “Seva” Committee

      “BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”
Jai Jalarambapa, Jai Shree Krishna, Jai Siya Ram & Jai Swaminarayan

Greetings to all Lohanas and all the very best for the Year 2006.

First, we would like to thank the outgoing committee for the Year 2005
for doing an excellent job last year. Our financial house is in order and
our Community remains as United as ever. We celebrated our 30 Years as an official Organization and all of us should be proud of that achievement. We thank all Lohanas and friends who have contributed to the well being of the Community over the last 30 years.

At this year's Annual General meeting in January, it was unfortunate that
we did not have the Lohana torch being carried forward with a new President and his/her team to continue moving forward. It is truly a matter of concern that the new, and younger, generation is unwilling to take on more leadership roles in the affairs of the community. We all need to understand that, while there may be some complexities in the running of a community, the politics involved is no more difficult than that you would find in your everyday business and family affairs. Indeed, community service helps an individual develop oneself while also contributing to the society.

As Lohanas we cannot ever cease to exist and thus a “Seva Committee” has been formed with dedicated Lohanas who will not allow our flame to ever die.

Our Initial objectives are to ensure all our main programs are carried out
for the benefit of all Lohanas. We are proud to say that in the last few
weeks we have planned many events and dates have been confirmed.

The following team will run the affairs of the Community for this year. 
Vishal Badiani, Rameshbhai Chotai, Lalitbhai Kanabar, Shakuntalaben Madhvani, Vipin Mithia, Narendra Pattani, Sunit Radia, Kantibhai Raja, Deepakbhai Ruparell, and Kamlesh Thakrar. 

 

Our Youth will be led by Aashish Nathwani. We are looking for more youth to help out Aashish for youth programs. This team will be liaising with Kamlesh Thakrar for support/events.

We also have Nitin Chandarana, Dipak Dhrona, Pritesh Kotecha, Bhavna Radia, Jashwantbhai Saujani, Prasannaben Tanna, Raj Tanna and Sureshbhai Thakrar who are assisting in our Events in a significant manner.

The Funeral Committee consists of the following Vipinbhai Mithia, Indiraben Somaia, Kantibhai Raja, and Sureshbhai Thakrar.

Vipin Mithia has kindly agreed to remain as Vice-President of our Global Lohana Mahaparishad representing Canada on all Lohana affairs.


Many Lohanas have already called to help in keeping the Community flame going strong and we thank all of you for your kind support.

A vision of where and how we will continue to flourish will be shared in future newsletters.
Please constantly check our website (www.mylohana.com) as we will be updating with all the Community happenings. We will also use e-mail for all our programs and updates as well and request your help in sending us your e-mail addresses as well to lcanewsletter@gmail.com.
Sincerely,

2006 Seva Committee
Youth Report
In the course of the coming year, we aim to bring the youth community together by enjoying many events in each other’s company. 

Here are some of the events that we’re in the midst of planning for you this year:

-Bowling
-Laser Quest

-Mini Golf

-Playdium
Summer events: 

-Summer Camp
-Wonderland
        -Annual Lohana Summer Picnic



Also, for the younger age group, we have a few events coming up as well.

If you would like to receive information regarding these upcoming events and to be put on our youth emailing list, please send us your name and the e-mail address you would like to be on the list, and e-mail the information to lcayouth@gmail.com.

Thank you kindly,

Youth Committee
Announcements

Messages for the Community:

· Congratulations to Shretan & Brenda Sachdev on the birth of their daughter Ella Diya Sachdev on August 25, 2005.  Proud grandparents are Chandrakant & Kokila Sachdev and Gary & Janet Carr.
Mandir Activities:

· The Hindu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans on the 1st Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Every one from the Community is invited and most welcome. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.

· The Panchmatia Family, along with the support of the Community, invites one and all to participate in monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans.  They are held every 3rd Thursday of the month at Mississauga’s Ram Mandir from 7:30pm to 9:00pm. For further inquiries please contact Alka at 905-542-3332.
· Vishnu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans on the last Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.  For sponsorship and donations, please contact Prakash Badiani at 905-737-3585 or Dipak Bhayani at 905-886-4800.
Submitted by Vipin Mithia:
AIM For Seva is a charitable organization providing the needs of a diverse population of underprivileged and tribal people of India. There are varied projects within the organization. They include the following: provision of health care,  education, women empowerment, housing, and employment. The Toronto chapter of AIM For Seva has been very active in raising funds for children in India and their education needs. Furthermore, the Toronto chapter has been especially successful in raising funds for the Chatralaya program. 

At the last annual Gala Event for the AIM For SEVA, the Chief of Guest was Dr. Subhodh Kanani. Dr. Kanani is a very humble, kind, and caring gentleman. All his wonderful and motivational qualities make him a natural leader. Dr. Subodh and Amita Kanani donated the cost to build one Hostel, $43,000.00, to help the underprivileged children in India. He is donating the hostel in memory of his father, Late Sri. Dayalal Kanani, who was a beneficiary of such assistance. The hostel will be built in the Porbandar area. 

Besides Dr. Kanani's inspirational work, there are two other teenagers in our Lohana community, along with their friends, who have accomplished something remarkable. Neena and Neha Mithia and their 21 other friends from the Papneja, Chakerwati, and Khanna families, donated the cost of building one hostel, $43,000.00, in honour of their grandmother, Mrs. Krishna Papneja. They will be paying for the hostel in two installments, which will take place over a period of two years. They all will be paying with the money they receive from Diwali celebrations, Birthdays, and part-time jobs.
Events planned for the year 2006 ~ kindly mark your calendars
	Date
	Event

	March/April
	Bhajans

	May
	LCA/LCF Golf Tournament & Dinner

	May
	Young Adult Wine & Cheese Get-together

	July 7, 8, 9
	Youth Camp see full details in the flyer and on our Website

	July 23
	Summer Picnic

	October 7
	Navratri 

	October 21
	Chopda Poojan & Diwali Dinner

	December 31
	New Years Eve Party

	January 2007
	AGM 2007


Five Sutras to Cultivate Happiness
1. Try to remain pure (in the heart) as much as possible. 

2. Try to maintain the joy that comes with purity. 

3. Try to uphold the faith in your subject of devotion. 

4. Try to retain the sincerity in your conduct at every cost. 

5. Try to help others whenever possible. 

By following the above five, you may come across adversities, but you won't feel the pain. All the situations will come as Lord's Prasaad

Pujya Bapu
Gujarati Website
To all who appreciate and love to listen to Gujarati bhajans, dayro, dhoon, garba, ghazals, etc. There are also good easy to follow recipes but they are in Gujarati. Check it out:

www.gujaratonair.com/default.asp?Mcheck=False
Promote the Gujarati Language

In order to promote the Gujarati Language, visit the link to the newly launched Gujarati Lexicon website at www.gujaratilexicon.com. It is absolutely free and has received glowing reviews. It contains 1.7 Million words and offers translation from English to Gujarati and vice versa.
LCA Member Directory Update Form
Please complete ALL sections: 

[   ] New Member Information
OR 
[   ] Changes to Existing Information
Member’s Name:
_____________________________________________________

Member’s Father’s Name:
________________________________________________ 

Member’s Town & Country of Origin:
_____________________________________

Spouse’s Name:

________________________________________________
Spouse’s Maiden Name:
________________________________________________

Spouse’s Town & Country of Origin:
_____________________________________
Address:
_______________________________________ Apt. Number: ________
City:

___________________________________________________________

Province:
___________________________________________________________

Country:
___________________________________________________________
Postal Code:
___________________________________________________________

Telephone (Home):
_____________________________________________________
Telephone (Cell):
_____________________________________________________
Telephone (Business):
_____________________________   Extension:  ________
Telephone (Fax):
_____________________________________________________
Email Address:
_____________________________________________________
Child1: _______________________________________________________________ 

Child2: _______________________________________________________________
Child3: _______________________________________________________________
Child4: _______________________________________________________________
(List names of any family members residing at the same address & relationship ie: Father, Mother, Sister, etc.)

Family Member 1:________________________________ Relationship: _______________
Family Member 2:________________________________ Relationship: _______________
Family Member 3:________________________________ Relationship: _______________
Mail to:
Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3
For directory update area only:
Received: ______________ D/B Updated: _____________ Auto Dialer Updated (local): _____________
Address Changes:

Ashvin Thakkar

1238 Michigan Ave.

Sarnia, Ontario, N7S 3Y2

Tel: 1-519-542-5213

Email hansathakkar@hotmail.com
We wish to thank the following paid members for their annual dues:
	LIFE MEMBERS
	ANNUAL MEMBERS

	Kotecha, Sailesh & Bharti 

Thakrar, Suresh & Urmila
	


List updated at time of printing. For any corrections, or queries kindly contact:

Lalitbhai Kanabar @ (905) 820-3351
Membership:
The resolution to restore life member (initiation) fee to $300/- was passed unanimously at the 2006 AGM meeting held on January 22, 2006. 

1) It was resolved that, with immediate effect after this AGM, the initiating fee for becoming a Life Member will be restored to $300/-.
2) All other resolutions passed at the 2002 AGM continue to be effective (i.e. no changes).

2006 Annual Membership ~ A Friendly Reminder

If you already have not paid your 2006 membership fees, please send in your payment.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletters, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues - cheque made payable to:

 Lohana Cultural Association
P. O. Box 927
Adelaide Post Office
Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3
Annual Life Members Fee:  $25/-
Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area):  $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area):  $30/-
Life Membership:  $300/-
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