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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”

Smooth sailing to almost the first half of our journey to the next AGM!  Seriously, time has gone by very quickly with continuous events – Bhajans, Laser Quest, Annual Golf Tournament, and now more to come.

Akand Ram Dhoon – Our very first event!  Members got together at Vishnu Mandir during Ram Navmi weekend and chanted ‘Ram Naam’.  We were accompanied by Vishnu Mandir Kirtan Group as well as Ram Pariwar Group.  Of course, our own Lohana Members had their voices in the lead too!  The attendance was great considering 3 major events in town that day. Members worked hard, assisting with the day’s activity and preparing farari shaak, mogo and other goodies!  Prakashbhai Badiani and Raju helping at 5:00 a.m. in the morning boiling potatoes and mogo before the Mandir Team started cooking for the regular Sunday service.  We thank all the donors, helpers and participants for making it a success!

Jalaram Bapa Bhajans - The Samaj was privileged to have Raj Tanna and Rameshbhai Chotai organize this Satsang on May 1st under the Lohana Banner.    Supported by 9 sponsors, we had a great turnout.    The Kirtan Mandali presented Bhajans dedicated to Jalaram Bapa, creating a feeling of being in Virpur.

                        Wow….2 religious events in 14 days!

Youth Laser Quest - Over 20 youths gathered in Richmond Hill.  Their very first and popular event was a hit with pizza and pop.  Anand Ondhia and his enthusiastic Youth Committee worked hard to put this together.   Please support them in future events.

As the days get longer and brighter, we move on to outdoor activities – golfers start getting their golf clubs ready, picnic baskets and coolers go on sale!   Sneha, Premila, Indira, Saroj and Sumanben start humming ‘lagna na geet’.  Niru Tanna and Kiran Budhdev face a challenge what weekend to fit in the Lohana Golf Tournament.  So they call Ramesh and Deepak.

To put the foursomes together for the annual Golf Tournament on May 28, we had our own foursome – Niru Tanna, Kiran Budhdev, Ramesh Bharkhada and Deepak Ruparell.    Our trio, Yogesh Pancholi played the Registrar, with the help of Aarti Tanna and Bina Bharkhada.
Moving on ~ the trip to Niagara Falls on July 17th for the senior members of the Community is confirmed.  A coach has been booked through Greyhound.  Seats will be available on first come first served basis.  Two locations (East being Sanatan Mandir and the West being the Somaia residence in Mississauga) will be available for passengers to board. Cost will be subsidized to $20.00 for senior members and $30.00 for accompanying member (if not a senior).   Meals and beverages will be provided, however, anyone having dietary restrictions should inform us at least a week prior to the trip.  Registration forms are attached.   Please contact the following members for registration or inquiries:             Indira Somaia                  Paresh Manek              Priti Ruparelia    
                         905-567-6231                    905-471-7450                905-826-5161        

Our Summer Picnic is on August 7th. Please join us at Bruce’s Mill Conservation Area, for a full day of fun and games, not to mention Jashwantbhai Saujani’s specialty masala chai, corn and Dipakbhai Dhrona’s Indian games – believe me, Sangeetaben always wins – I wonder why….  Map and details are attached.  So…’come one come all’!

2005 Summer Camp was booked for July 1st weekend at Camp Samac.  While we were far ahead with preparations, it was brought to our attention that Youth Events were also being organized at the same time for Pujya Rameshbhai Oza’s Shrimad Bhagwat Katha, here in Toronto.  By having the Camp at the same time, the Youths will be split up.  While very effort will be made to reschedule the Camp, it has been cancelled at the moment.  The Executive Board, on behalf of all of the others, apologizes for any inconvenience caused to parents as well as our Youth.

Membership - In the last Newsletter you received self-addressed envelopes for sending in your information updates and membership dues. We’re impressed!  Great response – you’re keeping your Treasurer, Ramnikbhai Bathia, quite busy – speaking of Ramnikbhai, I am sure you all know the quality of his work – day-to-day he balances to the penny!  Your hard work is very much appreciated, Ramnikbhai!    To the members, thank you for being so prompt.  We received quite a chunk of updated forms and cheques.  A list of all paid members will form a part of this Newsletter.  If you have not sent in your membership dues, please do so and your name too will be posted in the next Newsletter.

Sincere thanks to Manjuben Raikundalia, Madhuriben Barai, Ramilaben Kotecha, Ramilaben Ondhia, Bhartiben Somaiya, Jyotsnaben Davda, Shobhanaben Sodha, Pritiben Majithia, Sandhyaben Tanna, Lilaben Bathia, Diptiben Manek, Mradulaben Bhayani, Pravinaben Budhdev, Maltiben Nathwani, Sarlaben Kanani, Rajuben Badiani, Prakashbhai Badiani, Sureshbhai Bhayani, Jagdishbhai Kotecha, our committee members – Sarika Sachdev and Priti Ruparelia for helping us at Ram Dhoon event.

Our special thanks to Bakul Ruparelia who has volunteered to bring us the incoming mail from our mailbox downtown.  

See you all at Bhajans, the picnic and weddings this summer.  Have a great one!

As your Executive Committee, we hold monthly meetings.  They are in an open and transparent format.    Any member wishing to attend these meetings, please do so.  

Indira Somaia

President LCA/LCF
Hey YOUth … and Community Members! 
We recently had a very successful event at Laser Quest Richmond Hill. We thank you all for your support and ongoing involvement. If you are not already on the e-mailing list, please contact us by e-mail at lcayouth@gmail.com, or contact any of the Youth Committee Members by phone. 

Unfortunately, the Lohana summer youth camp that we were all looking forward to will not be running this year. However, our next community event will involve the youth very much. This is the upcoming Katha at the end of June. Details about the Katha will be provided as they become available. 

Please keep in touch for details regarding volunteering at the Katha and other summer events. We would welcome your ideas on cultural, religious and social events. 

On behalf of your Lohana Youth Committee,

Reena Bhagani

Radha Pithadia

Aashish Nathwani

Alysha Pancholi

Sejal Thakrar

Anand Ondhia

“The best way to predict the future is to create it.” –Peter F. Drucker

Golf Tournament

The weather forecast called for sun and cloud, occasional thunderstorm!    It turned out to be an amazing day!!!  

Here we go…so, Ramesh rolls in at 11:20 – just before the tee-off time, with Beena right behind him serving penda for Nisha’s engagement – Kiran and Niru very calmly running the show, Deepak calling from the 16th hole at Rattlesnake, Sunit Radia trying to talk to Vipinbhai on the cell while eating his lunch - oh by the way the Club House did an excellent job preparing vegetarian sandwiches and assorted salads.  LCA complemented the lunch with fresh fruit and handouts to the golfers.  Coming back to the game, Dr. Doobay and Omi were impatiently looking for Rameshbhai Chotai, who headed straight to the cart….   

Meet Chande walks in, registers himself and one of our trio asked him, ‘Meet, are you Samir’s cousin?’   Meet very quickly and teasingly answers, ‘No, I am not Samir’s cousin, Samir is my cousin’.   Well….well…..Meet Chande & Samir Chande, it is nice to know you are both cousins. 

It was great to see a number of youth foursomes!    The last tee off was around 1:00 p.m.

Sponsors for the event:

Major Sponsor

· pharma science

2-Hole Sponsors

· Huntington Travel

· Assante Financial

Hole Sponsors

· Silver Hotel Group

· Northampton Group

· NIMet/Parkway Chrysler

· Meadowvale Professional Centre Pharmacy

Gift Donation

· Nish Ghelani

Score

· Longest Drive – Hole #3 ~ Deepak Ruparell
· Closest to the Pin  - Hole #10 ~ Moe Daya
· Low Gross ~ Winner - Deepak Ruparell; 2nd Perry Vashee
· Low Net ~Winner - Nick Rehmtulla; 2nd  Ramesh Bharkhada
We sincerely thank Niru, Kiran, Pravina Budhdev, Ramesh and Deepak for their efforts in what we call it a ‘Job Well Done’ and their ongoing support to LCA/LCF and the Board of Directors.  We thank all the sponsors for their generosity and a special thanks to Rameshbhai Chotai for bringing in a MAJOR SPONSOR.

LCA/LCF Annual Summer Picnic

When: Sunday, August 7, 2005
Where: Bruce's Mill Conservation Area
(404 north, exit Stouffville Road; go East for 3 km; entrance on your right)

Picnic Site: Mill View
Time: 10:00 a.m. onwards
Jalebi & Gathia will be served at 10:00 a.m.
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LCA will provide watermelons, sweet corn and masala chai.

Games for the kids and adults 

Lunch will be Pot Luck

Bring your own Plates, Cutlery, Water, Soft Drinks, etc.

Please attend with your families & friends and make this a successful event.

Do NOT forget your water guns (Kids & Adults) & extra clothes

For further details contact Jashwantbhai or any Committee Member

Announcements

Births ~ Congratulations to Proud Parents:

· Urvish & Reshma Badiani on the birth of their daughter, Meghan on February 8, 2005.  Proud big sister, Alisha, and grandparents, Amratlal & Savitaben Badiani and Narendra & Sarla Kanani are enjoying the new addition.

Engagements & Weddings:

· Congratulations to Shalini Jobanputra daughter of Pratap & Arunaben Jobanputra of Kitchener got engaged to Ranjit, son of Gopibhai & Ragiben of Brampton on April 15, 2005.

· Congratulations to Nisha Bharkhada and Chhanil Devram who got engaged on May 22, 2005.  Proud parents are Ramesh & Bina Bharkhada as well as Pravinbhai & Jasuben Devram.  Grandparents are Lt. Pragjibhai & Ichhaben Bharkhada and Gulabbhai & Naliniben Ghelani.
Community News:

· Reminder, if you have not yet submitted your Membership (and Senior) Registration Forms, please do so ~ along with your 2005 Membership Dues. Preparations are well underway to publish a new copy of the Membership Directory. We need to make sure the accuracy of the information published.

· Congratulations to Shirish & Meena Nathwani – opening of their new location – Dulhan Fashions in Richmond Hill.

· As you know, there will be Pujya Rameshbhai Oza's Shrimad Bhagwat Katha in Toronto at the end of June.  In this regard, we were approached by the Katha Committee if Lohana members can sponsor Prashad for one evening after the Katha.  Getting feedback from some members, it was a general feeling that we do not get a chance to do a personal Katha and get an opportunity to feed the devotees after such Bhagwat Katha.  We have committed to giving $5,000 towards the Prashad.  While we have almost reached one-half of our goal we need another half.  Anyone wishing to contribute towards Prashad, please call Indira Somaia.

· Vraj Rach had collected $1.795.00 at New Years Eve (2004) for Tsunami Relief activities.  Personal donations from Indira Somaia $100.00 and $51.00 from Vraj Rach had topped this donation.  These donations were processed through the assistance of Anilbhai Kotecha.  2004 committee thanks all the donors as well as Anilbhai Kotecha.

· Bhupendrabhai Dhabliwalla, passed away in May 2005. He is survived by his wife, Kanakben and daughter, Sonal. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …

· On May 28 2005, Mrs Santaben Vithaldas Badiani passed away peacefully in Kisumu (Kenya) at the age of 84 years - an end of a wonderful era. She led a beautiful life, touched lives of many people, and left an extended family of great grandchildren. She will be missed by all - "Kaki" to Arvind Badiani and Mridulaben Raja. Kaki na saune Jayshreekrishna…
Mandir Activities:

· Monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans are held on the 1st Sunday of every month at the Hindu Mandir on Professional Court.  The Bhajans are conducted from 5:00pm to 7:00pm, followed by “Priti Bhojan”.  For information please contact JP at 905-678-1166.  

· The Panchmatia Family, along with the support of the Community, would like to extend an invitation to one and all to participate in monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans, held every 3rd Thursday of the month from 7:30pm-9:00pm at the Mississauga Ram Mandir.   We invite everyone to participate and enjoy.  For further inquiries please contact Alka Panchmatia at 905-542-3332.

Events planned for the year 2005 ~ kindly mark your calendars

	July
	Senior’s Trip/Picnic to Niagara ~ July 17

	August
	Summer Picnic ~ August 7

	
	

	TBD
	* Young Adults Evening * Navratri * Chopda Pujan * Diwali * AGM 2006


Guidelines for the Community Auto Dialer

To identify the importance of messages to be conveyed to the community through our auto dialer, guidelines were established, however, they were not explicitly communicated to the members.    

Auto dialer will be primarily used to announce:

1) Funerals

2) Community Events sponsored by LCA/LCF

3) Any Event of Urgency

The protocol will be that the President of LCA/LCF will approve the message. In the absence of the President, the Vice-President will approve the message before passing it on to the members.

All other functions - religious/cultural, inviting the entire community, can be published in the LCA Newsletter.

2005 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2005 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $750/-
Life Members - $25/-
 Seniors Trip to Niagara Falls ~ July 17, 2005
INSTRUCTIONS/NOTES

1) Kindly fill out a separate form for EACH passenger

2) Passengers will be booked based on first come first served basis.

3) Only 1 coach has been booked, seats are therefore limited

4) Kindly bring along with you:

a) A copy of the first page of your passport or your driver’s license 

b) Health Card

5) Please wear comfortable shoes and clothing

6) Please ensure that any medication you take should be with you

7) Meals and refreshments will be provided. However, if you are on a restricted diet, please let us know at least a week ahead of time, and feel free to bring it with you

8) Senior Members (65+) will pay a subsidized charge of $20.00
9) Accompanying Members (under 65) will pay a regular charge of $30.00
10) This will be collected at the time of registration

11) Last minute cancellations will not be allowed unless you find a replacement yourself

12) The bus will pick up passengers at 2 locations, East and West. Kindly indicate your preference
13) Write all cheques payable to LCF
14) Mail completed form, along with your payment to the attention of:
Indira Somaia, 1699 Moongate Crescent, Mississauga, ON L5M 4S8

_______________xxx______________

Passenger Name:
________________________________________________________________

Address: 
_______________________________________________________________________



_______________________________________________________________________

Telephone Number:
________________________________        

Date of Birth:
_____________________
Health Card Number: ___________________________

Preferred pickup/drop-off location:
[ ] EAST END ~ Sanatan Mandir ~ 8:15am SHARP






[ ] WEST END ~ Residence of Indira Somaia ~ 9:30am SHARP


_________________________________


__________________________

Signature





 
Date
KINDLY DO NOT WRITE BELOW THIS LINE…THANK YOU
[ ] Form properly completed



[ ] Age Verified

[ ] Payment Received




[ ] Health Card Verified

We wish to thank the following paid members for their annual dues

	ANNUAL MEMBERS
	LIFE MEMBERS

	Ajay & Sejal Morzaria

Amarshibhai Sachdev

Anand & Krutika Thakkar

Anish & Dimple Sachdev

Ashok & Geeta Devani

Avinash & Sudha Vithlani

Chhotu Thakkar

Devani, Sanjay & Nimisha

Dilip & Jayshree Raja

Doni & Kalpa Dattani

Jay & Vira Badiani

Sunil (Jayraj) & Deepa Nathwani

Jitendra & Mangla Davda

Kantilal & Shobhna Kotecha

Kanubhai & Indira Thakkar

Ketan & Daksha Shah

Kishore & Maya Thakrar

Kishore & Urmila Sawjani

Madhukar & Gita Jethalal

Mahesh Bhimjee

Mangaldas & Savita Khakhria

Manoj & Illa Popat

Nalinkumar & Chanda Pajpani

Nilesh & Bharti Morzaria

Nitin & Smita Karia

Nitin Pithadia

Paresh & Dipti Manek

Pradip & Maggie Sakaria

Praful & Neema Rajani

Pravin & Samta Matravadia

Pritesh Kotecha

Sanjay & Lina Thakkar

Sanjay & Nila Thakkar

Sarika Sachdev

Satish & Prabha Jagsi

Sheetal Saujani

Sunilbhai Sachdev

Sunit & Bhavna Radia

Suresh & Usha Nathwani

Tiku Rakesh

Vishnu & Kumud Chotai

Yogesh & Sushma Pancholi
	Anish & Joanne Somaiya

Bakul & Priti Ruparelia

Bharat & Jayshree Aundhia

Davendra & Kaushika Bhagani

Dilip & Ramila Radia

Dipak & Sangeeta Dhrona

Elesh Ruparel

Himanshu & Lekha Lukka

Jayant & Hansa Parikshak

Jayanti & Jyotsna Davda

Kanti & Suman Raja

Kirit & Urmila Thakkar

Mahendra & Bharti Somaiya

Manoj & Daxa Raythatha

Mansukhlal & Sudha Panchmatia

Mayur & Panna Bhagani

Mukesh & Gita Lakhani

Narendra & Kalpana Chande

Naresh & Prabha Gadhia

Rajni & Aruna Paun

Ramesh & Anjana Popat

Ramesh & Hasu Kataria

Ramesh & Krishna Chotai

Ramnik & Lila Bathia

Rasik & Daxa Raja

Ratilal & Lilaben Lakhani

Shantilal & Mradula Ruparelia

Shashi & Meena Gadhia

Sneha Radia

Sudhir & Charu Ruparel

Surendra & Indira Somaia

Surendra & Sadhna Raja

Surendra & Sushila Saujani

Suresh & Mradula Bhayani

Suryakant & Dinta Kataria

Vasant & Sudha Lakhani

Vinay & Bhanu Raja

Vinay & Meera Khanderia

Vipin & Susmita Mithia

Vraj & Saroj Rach

Yatish & Varsha Karia




List Updated at time of printing.  For any corrections or queries, please contact:

Ramnik Bathia at 905-839-4453
LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3
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LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE (2005)





PRESIDENT:


INDIRA SOMAIA


(905) 567-6231





Vice-PRESIDENT:


PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





TREASURER:


RAMNIK BATHIA


(905) 839-4453





SECRETARY:


PRITI RUPARELIA


(905) 826-5161





AUDITOR:


VINAY RAJA


(905) 279-3374





MEMBERS:


PRITESH KOTECHA


(416) 836-4804





SHAKUNTALA MADHVANI


(905) 475-0518





YOGESH PANCHOLI


(905) 858-4771





SARIKA SACHDEV


(905) 294-8593





SHEETAL SAUJANI


(905) 335-3037





YOUTH PRESIDENT:


ANAND ONDHIA


(416) 493-0194





Past PRESIDENT:


VRAJ RACH


(905) 825-9262




































































































































































Jay Shree Krishna!
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