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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”
They say that time goes by fast when you’re having fun.  The year 2004 zoomed by for all of us on the Board.  I thoroughly enjoyed working with very enthusiastic, dedicated and hard working committee members of diverse age groups.  Every program we organized for the Lohana Samaj during this year was very successful, including the various outdoor activities where we were counting on the weather to cooperate.  The turnout at each event was encouraging.  

Our goal this year was to have one event each month in order to give ample opportunity for each of us to meet often and foster stronger community ties, especially for our children.  It is my hope that each of our activities had a positive effect in the welfare and the betterment of the Lohana Samaj.  We are pleased with the results (so far).  The participation in community affairs cannot be limited to electing a few committee members.  The real task is to assist these board members in whichever way possible, financially, physically or socially.  The progress made thus far is little compared to the work that remains to be done.  This work ahead spans over many years and should be a commitment that we all have to make together.  I urge each one of you to follow, for the sake of the generations to come.  Invest a moment (an hour or two) in Samaj Seva.  Thank you all for you support and attendance so far.  

Through a series of events that have come to my attention this past year, I have learned that there is a dire need to develop a social services infrastructure.  As a community, we are ill prepared to deal with many issues that are a part of our community.  There are members of the Lohana Samaj that are increasingly facing serious circumstances that require guidance and support.  There are those who do not have any friends or relatives to turn to in times of need.  The Samaj is all they have.  It is in times like this that we find how poorly prepared we are to dispense even good advice.  We need to initiate a committee of specialists that can provide guidance in the form of counsel or advice to members that might be facing challenges.  Kindly bring your suggestions or ideas to the Annual General Meeting.

The events planned for 4th quarter of the year were Navratri, Chopda Pujan, Diwali Dinner and New Years Eve.  

· Navratri Garba was organized at Hindu Mandir on a Sunday at 4:00 pm.  This timing was very good for parents with young families.  The function was very successful and I would like to express my appreciation to Indiraben Somaia for organizing it and thank you all for turning out in large numbers.

· Chopda Pujan was planned in partnership with Hindu Mandir.  Again we are pleased with everyone’s participation and good attendance.

· Diwali Dinner - What can I say about Diwali Dinner!  Excellent program, excellent food, the banquet hall could have been bigger.  We all know that our community is growing.  The bigger the hall, the bigger the expense and we tried to keep this dinner affordable.  Next time, we may consider having a Diwali Mela instead of Diwali Dinner.  Thank you all for helping to make the evening a grand event.  Thank you all for calling with positive feedback and suggestions for the future.  The following community members were honored this year with a shawl:  Vallabhdas Dattani, Veerendrabhai Adhiya, Raminkbhai Lakahani, Navinbhai Majithia, Sheila & Tushar Thakker and Alka Panchmatia.  A special plaque was given to Ramesbhai Chotai for his outstanding services.  Congratulations to all young Graduates.  We are all so very proud of you.

· New Year’s Eve - The year 2004 ended with a blast.  The party was at Bombay Palace with excellent food provided by Bombay Place and Kala’s Kitchen.  We would like to thank Sneha Radia, Mukeshbhai Lakhani, Bharat Lakhani and Rishi Chandarana for putting on a fantastic entertainment program.  The profit made at this event plus the funds collected at this dinner (all together approximately $3000.00) will be donated to tsunami/earthquake disaster.

I would like to recognize the following for always being there for us.

· Kiran & Pravina Budhdev (Huntington Travel)

· Ramesh & Krishna Chotai

· Deepak Ruparell

· Yogi Chandarana

· Nitin Chandarana

· Navinbhai Majithia

· Dhirubhai Madhvani

· Kantibhai Raja

· Bhiku Jethalal

· Lalit Kanabar

· Prakash Tanna

· Raj Tanna

· Bakul Ruparelia

· Tushar & Sheila Thakker

· Bhavna Radia

· Prasanna Tanna

· Druti Mithia

· Kajal Palan

· Dipak Bhayani

Thank you to all Board Members for making this year a successful year.  Thank you all for your support.

General Elections
Many of our Board members (including myself) are stepping down.  Our normal tradition is to receive Nominations for President who then brings forward his or her team members.  Please forward nominations to any Board members, in writing, as soon as possible.  

I request all youths 13+ come at the AGM and elect your Youth President.  

Young Adults 20+ and 30+ should have their own committee and form YOUNG LOHANA ASSOCIATION and plan events that they appreciate, with the support of Board members.  Please attend AGM and elect your president.  A Youth Conference in 2005 would be a good idea.

On a serious subject, please ensure that every Lohana family is registered within our data bank. If you know of any Lohana family who is a new immigrant family, it is important that a social network is established either with us and or any Mandir or Cultural Centre. In the event of an emergency it is of an enormous benefit to all.

As always, the most up-to-date information on what is going on in our Community will be posted on our website (www.mylohana.com). Please keep on checking the website for all the latest information.

As your Executive Committee, we hold monthly meetings. As always, our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any Community Member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

On behalf of the Board Members, my wife, Saroj, and my family I wish you all A VERY HAPPY, HEALTHY AND PROSPEROUS 2005.
Vraj Rach

President LCA/LCF
LET’S NOT QUIT (A poem by…LALIT KANABAR)

That time of the year

Is coming near

When we collectively fear

Where does the community go from here?

AGM is not the only place

Where this thought should be in place

Such a thought should be our constant companion

Lest we be without any Lohana companion

Even the AGM lacks presence

Of hundreds who could be present

What a difference they’d all make

If they could be all there for Lohanas’ sake

At AGM president and board we elect

Yet don’t attend the programs they select

One day we’ll regret their efforts we neglect

Because there may not be a president to elect

As a community we have to adjust

But before that we have to be just

To those who work hard to keep us together

Through Picnic, Garba, Diwali, or whatever

Where we all meet, greet and are sweet

So let us get together at this AGM and don’t quit

Let’s not asunder

What our elders put together

To make our lives better

And you bet! Life does get better

When we all meet under the Lohana banner

So be there!

2005 Annual General Meeting
Sunday, February 20, 2005

3:30 PM – 8:30 PM

at
The Hindu Mandir (Professional Court) in Mississauga

Timing will be strictly observed

AGENDA

1. Review of minutes of 2004 AGM

2. Youth Report - Election

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. President’s Report

5. Dissolution of 2004 Executive Committee

6. Election process for 2005 Executive Committee

7. Any other business

8. Adjournment

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Meeting:


3:30 – 5:30 PM
Entertainment:

5:30 – 7:00 PM
Dinner:


7:00 – 8:30 PM
The Executive Committee wishes to thank the community for a wonderful year, delightful experience, and unfailing support.

Diwali Show 2004 Participants

Thanks to all the participants and directors and, of course, to all parents for your time.  Without you all, we would not have done it.

Gayatri Mantra

Deven Chander, Anita Chander, Ronak Panchmatia, Nikita Shah, Deven Thakkar, Hiral Thakkar, Jaimin Lyons, Joshua Lyons, Vishal Manek

Director:  Alka Panchmatia
Puja Dance

Jigna Davda, Hina Palan and Agna Badiani

Director:  Ella Devani, NAVRANG

Bhangra Dance
Samir Sudan, Sanish Devani, Nishan Devani, Sarit Pandya

Director:  Ella Devani, NAVRANG

Gujarati Folk Dance (Garbo – Sabar Kanthano Shahookar)

Aruna Aundhia, Minal Aundhia, Nikita Kanani, Shreeya Thakrar, Anika Somaiya, Shreya Shah, Nishil Bhagani, Nikesh Pancholi

Directors:  Sujata Kotecha, Anjana Popat, Sandhya Majithia, Yogesh Pancholi, Aditi   

                  Ruparelia

Diva Dance (Jyoti Kalash Chalke)

Shreena Amin, Palki Bhatt, Meera Kanani, Aarti Patel, Shreya Patel, Priyanka Patel, Aamee Patel, Aneeka Patel

Directors:  Rupa Kanani, Latika Amin, Pushpa Patel
Finding Billo
Kishan Aundhia, Rahul Bhayani, Neil Chandarana, Nishan Devani, Sanish Devani, Anand Ondhia, Kapil Rajdev, Reena Bhagani, Natasha Chandarana, Maya Kanani, Swadha Kotecha, Shivani Majithia, Radha Pithadia, Bhavini Rajdev, Sonia Ruparell, Heer Shah, Meesha Tanna, Sejal Thakrar, Shreeya Thakrar

Directors:  Rupal Sachdev, Sandhya Majithia
LCA 2004 Graduates

Seema Badiani

Daughter of Prakashbhai and Rajuben Badiani 

Honours Bachelor of Mathematics (BMath)

University of Waterloo, December 2002

and

Master of Accounting (MAcc)

University of Waterloo, August 2003

and 

Seema has just passed her exams for Chartered Accountants Designation (CA)

Canadian Institute of Chartered Accountants, November 2003

Dipesh Barchha

Son of Vinodraibhai and Sheilaben Barchha 

BA Specialized Honours in Economics and Business

Specialized Field – Financial Analysis

York Unversity, June 2004

Pratik Dhrona

Son of Sureshbhai and Vandanaben Dhrona of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania 

Bachelors in Mathematics, Honours in Computer Science

University of Waterloo, June 2004

Currently working with Nortel Networks in Ottawa

Devon Ghelani

Son of Subhashbhai and Dr. Karenben Ghelani 

Honours in Business Administration 

Richard Ivey School of Business

University of Western Ontario, April 2004

Neel Jashubhai Ghelani

Son of  Jashubhai and Chandrikaben Ghelani 

Masters in Electronic Commerce

Bond University, Gold Coast Australia, May 2004

Shalimar Ghelani

Daughter of Subhashbhai and Dr. Karenben Ghelani 

Masters in Social Work Program

University of Michigan, April 2004

Kshama A. Jobanputra (formerly Kshama B. Majithia)

Daughter of Lt. Bharatbhai and Premilaben Majithia 

Honours Bachelor of Arts in History, Minor in Political Science

University of Waterloo, December 2003

Sachin Lalit Kanabar

Son of Lalitbhai and Lt. Indiraben Kanabar
B.A in Finance

University of Western Ontario, April 2004

Ravi Kanani

Son of Subodhbhai and Amitaben Kanani 

Master of Business Administration (MBA)

University of California, June 2004

Radhika Lakhani

Daughter of Prafulbhai and Meenaben Lakhani
Post Graduate Certificate in Alternate Dispute Resolution

York University, April 2004

Radhika is currently studying law at Osgoode Hall.

Sona Manek

Daughter of Kanchan and Lt. Rajni Manek, of Saskatoon

Bachelor of Science, majoring in Biochemistry

University of Saskatchewan, May 2004

Resham Popat

Daughter of Rameshbhai and Anjanaben Popat
B.A. in Polyscience and International Development 

McGill University, December 2003

Chirag Sodha

Son of Chandubhai and Shobhnaben Sodha
Master of Arts Economics

University of Ottawa, October 2004

Nina Telli

Daughter of Arvindbhai and Sunandaben Telli
International Business and Finance

Carleton University, February 2004

Amar Thakrar

Son of Sureshbhai and Urmilaben Thakrar
Bachelor of Science – Computer Science

Wilfred Laurier University, April 2004

This year, Navratri was celebrated late Sunday afternoon which encouraged families to come with young children.  Attendance was great.  Members participated in Garba, Raas and our highlight of ‘mother & daughter garba’ was the best.  Members – some in 3 generations danced this garbo with smiles and joy.

Non-stop music entertained the guests from start to end.  Our young couples, namely Hina & Kajal Palan, Alka & Mehul Panchmatia. Vaishali & Priyen Tanna, Doni & Kalpa Dattani, Seema & Deep Mehta assisted us in organizing this event.  We thank them all for their time and dedication.

It was another successful event!

 Announcements
Births & Engagements:

· Congratulations to Ronik, son of Narendra and Sarla Kanani of Markham, Ontario who was engaged to Priya, daughter of Sureshbhai and Ushaben Nathwani of Vancouver, BC on November 20, 2004.
· Sonia and Ravi Kanani were blessed with a beautiful baby girl. Shreya Kanani was born on Monday, October 25, 2004 at 10:47pm. She weighed 8 lbs 3 oz and her length was 21.5 inches. Loving grandparents are Subodh & Amita Kanani and Prakash & Raju Badiani. Seema-masi and Raksha-fai are also enjoying the new bundle of joy.
· Ria Tanna was born on December 15, 2004. Proud parents are Sheel & Manisha Tanna of Thornhill, ON.
Messages for the Community:
· It is with great regret we have to announce the passing away of our beloved mother Mrs. Santokben Vithaldas Saujani in Leicester, England on the 7th of December at 7o'clock in the morning.

"PURUM KRUPALU PERMATMA AMNA ATMA NE SHANTI APPE ..... AJ PRABHU PASE PRATHNA"  OM  SHANTI...... SHANTI.....SHANTI.

From the Saujani family in Leicester and Canada.
· Shrimati Chanduben Manek of Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, passed away on Saturday, November 20th, 2004. She was the matriarch of the Kanji Jeraj Manek family.

She is survived by Pradip & Padma Manek, Yogesh & Rita Manek, Kirti & Jayantilal Mithia; grand-children Sharmil Mithia, Druti Mithia, Vaishali Tanna, Kavita Manek, Ritu Manek & Mili Manek; and great-grand-daughter Nandini Mithia.
      The Manek/Mithia families in Tanzania/Canada, along with the Sachdev, Tanna & Kotecha families in Canada would like to thank all friends and well wishers for their condolence and prayers. May her soul rest in peace in Vaikunth Dham. 

Om Shanti…Shanti…Shanti…
Mandir Activities:

· The Hindu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa's Bhajans on the 1st Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Every one from the Community is invited and most welcome. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.
·  The Panchmatia Family, along with the support of the Community, would like to extend an invitation to one and all to participate in monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans.  They will be held every 3rd Thursday of the month at Mississauga’s Ram Mandir.  The bhajans will be from 7:30pm-9:00pm. We invite everyone to participate and enjoy.  For further inquiries please contact Alka Panchmatia at 905-542-3332.

Urgent plea for Donations for the Victims of the Killer Tsunamis
As most of you are aware, the utter devastation left behind in the wake of the killer Tsunamis in the Indian Ocean is mind-boggling. The official death toll of 140,000 is still climbing.
As Canadians, we have opened our hearts, and wallets, to donate generously to the various Mandirs & Charitable Organizations of our choice.

As Lohanas, we ask you to rise up to the occasion, and donate money to the LCA. Collectively a lump sum amount, on behalf of the Lohana Cultural Association of Toronto, would be donated to bona-fide Agencies. Funds in excess of $3,000/- have already been collected at the New Year’s Eve Party.
Should you need further information, kindly contact our President, Vraj Rach at 905-825-9262
Kindly make your checks payable to LCA; indicate “Tsunami Donation”, and mail them to the attention of Vraj Rach.
2005 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2004 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $750/-
Life Members - $25/-
LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA
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LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE (2004)





PRESIDENT:


VRAJ RACH


(905) 825-9262





Vice-PRESIDENT:


INDIRA SOMAIA


(905) 567-6231





TREASURER:


VINODRAI SODHA


(905) 855-7654





SECRETARY:


SARIKA SACHDEV


(905) 294-8593





AUDITOR:


BHARAT AUNDHIA


(905) 567-6722





MEMBERS:


PRITESH KOTECHA


(416) 836-4804





PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





BHARTI MEHTA


(905) 502-5544





YOGESH PANCHOLI


(905) 858-4771





SAROJ RACH


(905) 825-9262





SHANTILAL RUPARELIA


(905) 828-8585





JASHWANT SAUJANI


(416) 291-7559





SHEETAL SAUJANI


(905) 335-3037





YOUTH PRESIDENT:


AARTI RUPARELL


(905) 821-3390





Past PRESIDENT:


SUNIT RADIA


(905) 567-6941
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