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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

I would like to thank the Lohana Samaj for their confidence in electing me as President.  I am fortunate to have an enthusiastic team of 11 board members of various age groups.  Their collective experience in diverse fields and their motivation to put ideas into motion is exciting.

There is opportunity for every individual to contribute, whether you are a child, youth adult or senior citizen.  We want to advance our community in all aspects of life including social, spiritual and political.  Together we can make our community stronger and I cannot stress enough the importance of your cooperation.  In unity is strength.  Our goal is to strengthen the community one individual at a time.  Your commitment in these efforts is vital, both in attendance and financial support.  One basic action necessary on every member’s part is to re-activate your membership by paying your annual fees.

We have many exciting programs and events planned for the year.  There is a need for each of you to participate and demonstrate your individual abilities.  Whatever your specific talent, I ask you to reveal it and request your service to your community.  We, as your newly elected Lohana board, are prepared to encourage you and provide you with support.

As always, the most up-to-date information on what is going on in our Community will be posted on our website (www.mylohana.com). Please keep on checking the website for all the latest information.
As your Executive Committee, we hold monthly meetings. As always, our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any Community Member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

Regards,

Vraj Rach, President LCA/LCF
Inviting Toronto’s Finest to the trendy Rivoli lounge…

15.04.2004

The LCA Young Adult Group is hosting its first event at the hottest venue in downtown Toronto

The group is staging this after-work mixer to follow-up last year’s successful launching of activities that promote the meeting and interaction of young Lohanas with similar interests
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Bring friends & make friends
@
Rivoli Lounge

332 Queen Street West, Upstairs (Queen/Spadina)

Friday, April 15, 2004 @ 18:00hrs

**Free Pool from 6:00pm – 7:00pm**

**Free hors d’oeuvres & non-alcoholic drinks**

RSVP by Friday, April 9, 2004

Be part of this much anticipated occasion by contacting Pritesh Kotecha
Space is limited
To be informed of other exciting LCA events throughout the year, please email Pritesh Kotecha (kpritesh@hotmail.com) or Sarika Sachdev (sachdev12@hotmail.com)
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Akhand 108 Hanuman Chalisa Recitations

One of the outstanding figures that enter the holy pages of Ramayan is Hanumanjee.    Hanumanjee is said to be an incarnation of Bhagavan Shiv and born to parents ‘Kesari (Vayu – Lord of Wind) and Anjani’.

His deeds, devotion, sacrifice and dedication along with his supreme service to Shree Ram are matchless!

One who recites Hanuman Chalisa 100 times becomes free from the bondage of life/death and enjoys the highest bliss at last.

Some of the themes covered in Hanuman Chalisa are Hanumanjee’s physique, intelligence and his love for Shree Ram.  It is believed that the best way to reach Shree Ram is through Hanumanjee!

Hanumanjee is present where the story of Shree Ram is told….

Kindly join us for our first event of the year 2004
Akhand 108 Hanuman Chalisa Recitations
When:


April 11, 2004

Where:

Hindu Mandir and Cultural Centre




Professional Court, Mississauga

Time:


Start at 10:00 a.m.




Mahaprasad at 7:00 p.m.

You can be a part of this event!

For $61.00 you can sponsor 1 Chalisa.  Your sponsorship includes puja samagri and Mahaprasad.

So please call
· Indira Somaia at (905) 567-6231
· Bharti Mehta at (905) 502-5544
· or any Board Member
Members:  Please feel free to offer assistance and be a part of this function.  This will be your event!

Hanuman Chalisa Recitations
Saturday, April 11, 2004

	Chanting Will Start
	10:00 a.m.

	Aarti
	6:30 p.m. Followed by Mahaprasad

	Puja Samagri and 108 Ladoo offering will be provided


As a Sponsor, if you are present when Hanuman Chalisas are chanted, you will be directed to the Alter to do a small puja and offer a ladoo after the Chalisa.   We will start chanting at 10:00 a.m. and after each Chalisa, a ladoo will be offered.  If you arrive in the latter part of the evening, your samagri will probably be offered earlier; however, you will still be able to do the puja in a group.

At the end of the chanting, a very brief satsang on the essence of Hanuman Chalisa will be delivered by our youth.  

If you wish to assist in any way, please contact Indira Somaia or Bharti Mehta.

Hard copies of the Chalisa will be provided in the form of ‘prasad to take home’ on the ‘day’.  The last page will print names of those individuals (with Jai Siya Ram) who wish to contribute $21.00 towards printing cost of this ‘prasad’. If requested, a taxable receipt for $21.00 will be issued.
Kindly let us know by April 3rd if you wish to be one of the Prasad Sponsors.
ALL are welcome. Non-Sponsors, kindly RSVP to any Board member by April 3rd.

Are you interested in recreational sports and socializing with your fellow Lohanas?
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After a few years of hibernation, LCA is re-launching our regular sports activities, including, but not limited to:

- Volleyball





- Soccer

- Badminton





- Other Team Sports
The purpose of the recreational activities is to provide a fun and interactive environment to regularly meet up with your fellow Lohanas.

The sports events will be held either in community centers or recreational facilities.  The confirmed date/time and costs will be dependant on availability and interest.

If you are interested in participating and would like to be put on a distribution list for future events, kindly contact:

- Vraj Rach at vrach@cogeco.ca, or

- Pritesh Kotecha at kpritesh@hotmail.com
FOGA RAAS/GARBA AND VARIETY SHOW

Lohana Samaj is planning to participate in this year’s FOGA Raas/Garba competition. As well we would like to revive the Lohana Variety Show.  We are seeking participants and volunteers to coordinate items.  Please show your support by contacting:

Sandhya Majithia
705-878-5074

Ella K. Devani
905-824-1655

Anjana Popat

905-887-5432

Priti Ruparelia
905-840-2865

Aditi Ruparelia
905-886-1666

Saroj Rach

905-825-9262
LCF NEW BOARD MEMBERS – 2004

INTRODUCTION BY – LALIT KANABAR
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GOLF DAY

Come and Play Golf!
May 29, 2004

12:00 noon t-off

Eagle Ridge Golf Club

Georgetown, Ontario

905-841-3730

For full details please contact:

Deepak Ruparell
905-821-3377

Kiran Budhdev
905-858-7989

Tushar Thakker
905-858-3523

Nirupam Tanna
905-271-2426
MUSICAL/MEHFFIL EVENING

May 29/2004

GROUP NAME:  SOULBEATS
Led by Karim Vellani & Orchestra

Featuring Toronto’s best singers:

Tejinder (TJ) Vellani

Philip Patrick

Darshak Vaishnav

Limited seats available!

For full details please contact:

Pravina Budhdev
905-858-7989

Saroj Rach

905-825-9262
 Announcements
Births:
· Congratulations! Shawn Srivastava – born February 2, 2004 in Mississauga.  Proud parents are Awnish & Nilpa Srivastava, grandparents – Ashwini & Mridula Srivastava, Surendra & Indira Somaia, Didi – Maya, Sachinmama, Madhumami (Sydney, Australia) and Nirjafai
· Congratulations to Silu & Bonnie Modi who had a baby boy, born on February 16, 2004, named JAILEN MACKENZIE MODI. The proud grandparents are Vaju & Sushi Modi of Guelph (Ontario)
Engagements & Weddings:
· Congratulations to Priya, daughter of Pratibha & Jayant Thakrar who got engaged to Amar, son of Hansaben and Krishnakantbhai Shah on February 22, 2004
Special Committees:
· FUNERAL COMMITTEE: The following Raghuvanshis have taken the responsibility of coordinating funeral arrangements for our Community in the GTA and the surrounding areas:
· Indira Somaia


· Kantibhai Raja

· Vipin Mithia

· Suresh Thakkrar
· Sunit Radia

· 2004 MEMBERSHIP MANAGEMENT TEAM: The following Raghuvanshis have taken the responsibility for collecting the membership dues:

· Raj Tanna

· Sunit Radia

· Vipin Mithia

· Kamlesh Thakkrar

· Deepak Ruparell

Mandir Activities:

· The Hindu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa's Bhajans on the 1st Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Every one from the Community is invited and most welcome. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.

	Paid Member List - GTA - 2004
	
	Paid Member List - GTA - 2004 - CONT

	Aundhia Bharat/Jayshree
	
	Ruparell Vinay/Bhavini

	Badiani Amratlal/Savita
	
	Saujani Jashwant/Sudha

	Bhagani Mayur/Panna
	
	Somaia Surendra/Indira

	Bhimjee Mahesh
	
	Suchak Anish/Bela

	Chande Narendra/Kalpana
	
	Tanna Bhupendra/Neela

	Chotai Dilip/Nisha
	
	Tanna Jiten

	Dattani Bridan/Chandra
	
	Tanna Prakash/Uravashi

	Dattani Dinesh/Nina
	
	Tanna Priyen/Vaishali

	Devani Niranjan/Illa
	
	Tanna Raj/Mayuri

	Jobanputra  Prtaprai/Jashwanti
	
	Thakker Ramakant/Lata

	Kanani Manish/Nanda
	
	Thakrar Ashok

	Kotecha Chandulal lt./Sushila
	
	Thakrar Harendra/Malti

	Kotecha Suresh/Urmila
	
	Thakrar Kamlesh/Priti

	Lakhani Chanrakant/Rekha
	
	Unarkat Bhiku Dr/Indira

	Lakhani Dinesh/Kumud
	
	

	Lukha Himanshu/Lekha
	
	

	Majithia Pravin/Pramila
	
	Paid Member List - Out of Town - 2004

	Majithia Ramesh/Hansa
	
	Badiani Ramesh/Manglaben

	Manek Paresh/Dipti
	
	Bhojani Bhanuraya/Ramaben

	Mehta Kartik/Niru
	
	Gadhia Bhupendra/Nalini

	Mehta Opravin/Bharati
	
	Gokani Ashok/Bharati

	Mithia Sharmile/Nisha
	
	Hathi Indu Liladhar

	Mithia Vipin/Sushmita
	
	Pabari Satish/Rashmi

	Modi Vinod/Rekha
	
	Parikshak Dharmendra/Meena

	Nathwani Shirish/Lata
	
	Popat Manoj/Illa

	Parikshak Jayant/Hansa
	
	Rajdev Jitendra Dr./Surbhi

	Pattani Narendra/Jayshree
	
	Ruparelia Harish Dr./Chandraben

	Rach Vraj/Sarojben
	
	Sawjani Kishor/Urmila

	Radia Prabhudas/Jasumati
	
	Tanna Himatlal/Pallaviben

	Radia Sneha
	
	Tanna Manhar/Nalini

	Radia Sunit/Bhavna
	
	Tanna Manish Dr./Shital Dr.

	Rajdev Devendra/Ushma
	
	Thakrar Chhotu Dr./Elizabeth

	Rajdev Jitendra Dr./Surbhi
	
	Thakrar Mahenrda/Shobhna

	Raythatha Manoj/Daxa
	
	Thakrar Vinodrai/Varsha

	Ruparelia Pravin/Indu
	
	

	Ruparelia Shantilal/Mradula
	
	

	Ruparell Asheet/Sonal
	
	Paid Member List - New Members - 2004

	Ruparell Deepak/Avni
	
	Panzade Prasant/Deepa

	Ruparell Jaymal/Rupande
	
	Kotecha Chandulal/Sushila

	Ruparell Prabhudas/Vijyagauri
	
	Kotecha Pritesh

	Ruparell Shailen/Naina
	
	


List accurate at the time of printing. Kindly contact Shantilal Ruparelia, for any corrections.
2004 Raas Garba Competition
The Gujarati Mandal of Calgary is proud to be hosting the 2004 Raas Garba Competition (September 3-5, 2004). Invited cities include Vancouver, Edmonton, Calgary, Winnipeg, Regina, Toronto and Seattle.
This fun-filled weekend offers something for Gujaratis of all ages, including:

* Raas Garba Competition 
* Youth Social Mixer & Speed Dating
* Dandia Night

* Interactive Seminars 
* Sports Competition 
* Awards Banquet - Dinner & Music Party 

This promises to be an unforgettable event. Visit our website at:  www.raasgarba.com or Arjun Davda at arjun.davda@encana.com for more information.
Events planned for the year 2004 ~ kindly mark your calendars

	April
	Hanuman Chalisa ~ April 11

Young Adults after-work mixer ~ April 16

	May
	Golf Day & Mehfil Evening ~ May 29

	July
	Youth Conference ~ July 24

Summer Picnic ~ July 25

	October
	Navratri ~ TDB

	November
	Chopda Pujan ~ November 12

Diwali Dinner ~ November 13

	December
	New Years Eve ~ December 31

	TBD
	Boat Cruise

FOGA Competition

Summer Youth Camp

Variety Show


2004 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2004 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $501/-
Life Members - $25/-
LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3
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LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE (2004)





PRESIDENT:


VRAJ RACH


(905) 825-9262





Vice-PRESIDENT:


INDIRA SOMAIA


(905) 567-6231





TREASURER:


VINODRAI SODHA


(905) 822-3014





SECRETARY:


SARIKA SACHDEV


(905) 294-8593





MEMBERS:


PRITESH KOTECHA


(416) 836-4804





PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





BHARTI MEHTA


(905) 502-5544





YOGESH PANCHOLI


(905) 858-4771





SAROJ RACH


(905) 825-9262





SHANTILAL RUPARELIA


(905) 828-8585





JASHWANT SAUJANI


(416) 291-7559





YOUTH PRESIDENT:


AARTI RUPARELL


(905) 821-3390





Past PRESIDENT:


SUNIT RADIA


(905) 567-6941
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