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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”
The year 2003 ended with a superb New Years Eve party and we are now preparing for our Annual General meeting for Saturday Jan 24, 2004. Please ensure you attend this meeting which will be followed by dinner.

This has been a fabulous year for us in the Board and we hope for the Community as well. Our community has had a huge success from every element that one can think of. The participation rate at most of the community events has truly been outstanding, and this has led to all the events being thoroughly enjoyable and lively.

In the Oct/Nov/Dec period, our Navratri Night, Chopda Poojan, Diwali Dinner and New Year’s Eve events were resounding successes and we thank the Community for turning out in large numbers. Lohanas were once again nominated for outstanding contributions to the well being of the Community. This years Award winners were: Snehaben Radia, Lalitbhai Kanabar, Navinbhai Majithia, Priyen Tanna, Ronnie Dattani, and Donnie Dattani. 

Our Community continues to produce outstanding young adults and this year was no exception with 21 Graduates. Congratulations to all. Our Youth dazzled the parents with their wonderful dancing talents at the Diwali Dinner. 

The Board is truly proud to have released the Pocket Directory and if you have not received one, please contact Kamlesh Thakrar, Sunit Radia, or Dhirubhai Madhvani. The Board truly appreciates all the volunteers who put this directory into circulation. 

We thank the more than 250 families who have paid their Annual dues of $25 or $50. Combined with generous donations from so many of our well wishers, we as a Community are in a stable financial position. The Board wishes to propose one new small resolution that encourages all new Lohanas to register with the community.

On a serious subject, please ensure that every Lohana family is registered within our data bank. If you know of any Lohana family who is a new immigrant family, it is important that a social network is established either with us and or any Mandir or Cultural Centre. In the event of an emergency it is of an enormous benefit to all.

The Board is extremely grateful to our life long volunteers (Funeral committee) – Sureshbhai Thakrar, Vipinbhai Mithia, and Kantibhai Raja, who drop everything and help during times of tragedy. This volunteerism is priceless and the Board learnt a lot from this experience.

As always, the most up-to-date information on what is going on in our Community will be posted on our website (www.mylohana.com). Please keep on checking the website for all the latest information.

Lohanas are truly a proud Community and an Old Tradition has recently been revived. In the olden days whenever an Engagement or Marriage would take place, the families would always give a small token of their appreciation to the temple or charity of their choice as well as to Lohana Samaj. The board thanks Surendrabhai Dattani, Suryakantbhai Katari, Nareshbhai Majithia, and Kumarbhai Karia for reviving this Tradition.

With respect to our General Elections, many of our Board members (including the President) are stepping down after serving the community from 2-8 years. Our normal tradition is to receive Nominations for President who then brings forward his or her team members. Please forward Nominations to our current President, Sunit Radia, in writing, ASAP.

Finally, the Board wishes to thank the Community for a wonderful year, delightful experience, and unfailing support. 

As your Executive Committee, we hold monthly meetings. As always, our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any Community Member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

Wishing you all a very happy and prosperous New Year.

Board of Directors.
New Year’s Eve Party

Marvellous, Wow, Sensational, Magnificent, Amazing, Wonderful, Superb, Great... These are some of the words that describe the 1st ever Lohana New Year’s Eve Party. 
 

The atmosphere; the great music; the delicious food; the organisation ~ nothing short of being spectacular. There have been lots of phone calls, on what a fantastic time everyone had.
 

The Community would like to thank:
· Sneha Radia, Mukeshbhai Lakhani, Bharat Lakhani, Rishi Chandarana for putting on a fantastic entertainment program.
· Babubhai & Jashuben of Kala’s Kitchen, like wow still have the taste in my mouth from all the delicious food, fruits & pastries.
· Vidyaben & Salim Devji, what can we say, they did a fantastic job in helping the Samaj organize the event. Thank You.
· Following sponsors:
Babubhai Somani, Bakul Ruparelia, Baldev Paan, Bhawna Radia, Dr. Jitendra Rajdev, Dr. Subodh Kanani, Dr. Vipin Mithia, Laser Stop Clinic, Navinbhai Majithia, Nitin Chandarana, Praful Lakhani, Proctor & Gamble, Raj Tanna, Rubicon, Sherwood Copy, Silver Hotel Groups, Sneha Radia, Vidya Devji & Zinta Limited

A - Avoid negative people, things and habits.
B - Believe in yourself!
C - Consider things from every angle.
D - Don't give up and don't give in.
E - Enjoy life today, yesterday is gone and tomorrow isn't here yet!
F - Family and Friends are treasures, enjoy their riches.
G - Give more than you planned to give.
H - Hang on to your dreams!
I - Ignore those who try to discourage you.
J - Just do it!
K - Keep on trying, no matter how hard it seems.
L - Love yourself first and foremost.
M - Make it happen!
N - Never lie, cheat, or steal. Always strike a fair deal.
O - Open your eyes and see things as they really are.
P - Practice makes perfect!
Q - Quitters never win and winners never quit.
R - Read, study and learn about everything.
S - Stop procrastinating!
T - Trust in yourself and never give up.
U - Understand yourself and understand others.
V - Visualize your dreams.
W - Want to enjoy life.
X - X-ccelerate your efforts!
Y - You are unique in the entire world, and nothing can replace you.
Z - Zero in on your target and go for it!!

LOHANA COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP INITIATIVE

(A Resolution Submitted by the Board of Directors)

Whereas:

To encourage all new Lohana families to Canada register with the Community so that they are welcomed and supported,

Therefore, it is resolved that the membership by-Laws incorporate the following

ONE YEAR GRACE PERIOD FOR ALL NEW LOHANAS

The Annual due of $50.00 per family is exempted for the 1st Year of their stay in Canada. This will encourage all new Lohanas to join the Community without any additional burden on their initial settling period. This program is effective starting the 2004 Fiscal Year of the Community.

Announcements
Messages for the Community:

· Congratulations to Milan Chotai, son of Vishnu & Kumud Chotai of Oromocto NB, graduated with BCS Honours (bachelor of computer science) from the University of New Brunswick. He also earned the best student paper award. He presented his Honours Thesis work, which involves the design and implementation of an operating system for the Rug Warrior robot, at the North American east regional final of a computer science competition. held at Atlantic Provinces Council on the Sciences at Charlottetown, PEI, Canada.  Milan was elected President of the Student Union at the University of New Brunswick in Fredericton in April 2003 for a one-year term. This he achieved through vigorous campaigning - and won over two other candidates. Milan set the record for being the first ever SU President of East Indian origin, and a Lohana, in Fredericton.

· Congratulations to Mrs. Sushila Chandulal Kotecha of Hamilton, Ontario as the recipient of this years "Centennial Award" awarded by the McMaster Association of Part-Time Students (MAPS) for 2003 at McMaster University! The $500.00 dollar award, along with an honorary plaque, was presented to Mrs. Kotecha at the Awards dinner held on the evening of November 28, 2003. Mrs. Kotecha is currently pursuing a degree in Gerontology and looks forward to continuing her studies well into her retirement years. Your three daughters, Sheena, Purnnita and Shilpa Kotecha, and your son-in-law Mark Priebe, wish you continued success in your academic pursuits!

Mandir Activities:

· The Hindu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa's Bhajans on the 1st Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Every one from the Community is invited and most welcome. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.


BETTER TO LIGHT A CANDLE THAN TO CURSE THE DARKNESS

(A drop of ink may make a million think – My Hope)

A POEM BY – LALIT KANABAR                                

We have always wondered...

You know those questions that as a
child that always leave you wondering
Like is there a god?
Is there a pot of gold at the end of that rainbow?

How come the grass is only green
Why is the sky blue?
How come it rains?
So many questions...
And yet as we grew older ...
Something came to us...
We realized... that those answers
were never to be told.

We realized that some things Just are.

We can wonder and wonder

And never find out who we really are

So leave the things as they are

And continue as we are

Circumstances allow us to accept that
sometimes things are just that way.
No explanations needed.
Just be proud. Be Lohana.

And we will be all together as we are

If I may quote Shakespeare …

Oh! How thy worth with manners may I sing

When thou art all the better part of me?

Let’s meet; lets argue; lets fight

Let’s have our Diwali dinner and graduate night

Let’s have our variety show and see our children bright

Let’s have more, not one garba night

Let’s have our annual picnic 

And let’s for ever tick

BE PROUD. BE LOHANA.

We wish to thank the following paid members for their annual dues:

	 LIFE MEMBERS
	LIFE MEMBERS (cont)
	LIFE MEMBERS (cont)

	Bharat K. Aundhia
	Ratilal & Lilavati Lakhani
	Shanti & Manda Ruparell

	Hitesh & Manisha Badiani
	Sunil & Candida Lakhani
	Bakul & Priti Ruparelia

	Urvish & Reshma Badiani
	Himanshu & Lekha Lukka
	Manu & Sudha Ruparelia

	Ramnik & Madhu Barchha
	Girish & Sandhya Majithia
	Pravin & Indu Ruparelia

	Ramnik & Lila Bathia
	Jayanti & Sarojini Majithia
	Pravin & Madhuri Ruparelia

	Davendra Bhagani
	Jagdish & Hansa Majithia
	Ramesh & Sheila Ruparelia

	Mayur & Panna Bhagani
	Naresh & Indu Majithia
	Ramnik & Bhanu Sachania

	Ramesh & Bina Bharkhada
	Navin & Usha Majithia
	Naren & Anjana Sachdev

	Suresh & Mrudula Bhayani
	Pravin & Premila Majithia
	Jashwant & Sudha Saujani

	Bhanuraya & Rama Bhojani
	Priti Majithia
	Kirit & Kirti Saujani

	Subhash & Sadhna Chandarana
	Satish & Varsha Manaktola
	Ramnik & Shanta Saujani

	Yogi & Asia Chandarana
	Sharmil & Nisha Mithia
	Rasik & Sushila Saujani

	Mihir & Poonam Chande
	Vipin & Susmita Mithia
	Kamlesh & Anita Sedani

	Narendra & Kalpna Chande
	Vinod & Rekha Modi
	Chandulal & Shobna Sodha

	Salim & Vidya Devji
	Ashvin & Ramila Morjaria
	Vinod & Bhanu Sodha

	Dipak & Sangeeta Dhrona
	Kiran & Amita Morzaria
	Mahendra & Bharti Somaiya

	Naresh & Prabha Gadhia
	Nilesh & Bharti Morzaria

	Babubhai & Jashuben Somani

	Shashikant & Meena Gadhia
	Rasik & Shobha Mozaria
	Jitu & Raksha Somani

	Ramesh & Bhanu Ganatra
	Dhiru & Bharti Nathwani
	Raj & Rama Somaya

	Navin & Ramila Ghelani
	Harit & Madhuri Nathwani
	Anish & Joanne Somaiya

	Pragji & Mrudula Hindocha
	Ramesh & Malti Nathwani
	Chandrakant & Dina Suchak

	Ansuya Jasani
	Sunil & Deepa Nathwani
	Arun & Suma Tanna

	Bhiku & Meena Jethalal
	Dilip & Jyoti Ondhia
	Bhavanesh & Prasanna Tanna

	Prataprai & Jashwanti Jobanputra
	Harshad & Bharti Ondhia
	Bhupendra & Neela Tanna

	Narendra & Sarla Kanani
	Manharlal & Devayani Ondhia
	Jitendra  & Rekha Tanna

	Prakash & Jayshree Kanani
	Narendra & Ramila Ondhia
	Nirupam & Aarti Tanna

	Ajit & Ila Karia
	Prakash & Sheila Pabari
	Parag & Prabha Tanna

	Narendra & Yasu Karia
	Mehul & Alka Panchmatia
	Prakash & Urvashi Tanna

	Anand Khakhar
	Shantilal & Prafula Pattani
	Raj & Mayuri Tanna

	Mangaldas & Savita Khakhria
	Rajni & Aruna Paun
	Vinod & Sandhya Tanna

	Rasklal & Savita Khakhria
	Ramniklal & Manjulaben Rach
	Arvin & Sunanda Telli

	Sudhir & Shilla Khakhria
	Vraj & Saroj Rach
	Kirit & Urmila Thakkar

	Vinay & Mira Khanderia

	Sneha Radia
	Natwarlal & Madhu Thakkar

	Jagdish & Ramila Kotecha
	Hardat & Kemkumarie Rai
	Tushar & Sheila Thakker

	Kamal & Daksha Kotecha
	Arun & Rashmi Raja
	Ashok Thakrar

	Sudha Kotecha
	Prakash & Rasik Raja
	Harendra & Malti Thakrar

	Suresh & Urmila Kotecha
	Rasik & Daksha Raja
	Jayant & Pratibha Thakrar

	Arun & Shobna Lakhani
	Surendra & Sadhana Raja
	Jayanti Thakrar

	Chandrakant & Rekha Lakhani
	Praful & Neema Rajani
	Kamlesh & Priti Thakrar

	Dinesh & Kumud Lakhani
	Dr. Jitendra & Surbhi Rajdev
	Pravin & Jayshree Thakrar

	Jitesh & Sujata Lakhani

	Manoj & Daxa Raythatha
	Surendra &Jyoti Thakrar

	Mukesh & Gita Lakhani

	Sailesh & Bijal Raythatha
	Suresh & Urmila Thakrar

	Praful & Meena Lakhani
	Deepak & Avni Ruparell
	

	
	Jaymal & Rupa Ruparell
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	ANNUAL MEMBERS
	ANNUAL MEMBERS (cont)
	ANNUAL MEMBERS (cont)

	Atul & Sunita Aundhia
	Chandulal & Sushila Kotecha
	Sunit & Bhavna Radia

	Agna Badiani
	Kantilal & Shobhna Kotecha
	Manu & Manju Raikundalia

	Arvind & Hastibala Badiani
	Sailesh & Sujata Kotecha
	Devchand & Ansuya Raja

	Jay & Vira Badiani
	Bharat Lakhani
	Dilip & Jayshree Raja

	Ramesh & Mangala Badiani
	Ila Lakhani
	Jayandraray & Ranjanbala Raja

	Mahesh & Nalini Bharkhada
	Pankaj & Mamta Lilani
	Satyen & Suzanne Raja

	Mahesh Prabhudas Bhimjee
	Niranjan & Jyoti Mandavia
	Kiran & Krupa Rajdev

	Falgun Chag
	Paresh & Dipti Manek
	Kamal Rajani

	Ashit Chandarana
Nitin & Seema Chandarana
	Ramniklal & Labhuvanti Manek
Deep & Seema Mehta
	Nish & Karen Rajani
Manish & Pallavi Rughani

	Rishi & Kina Chandarana
	Mehul & Shitel Mehta
	Dinesh & Bhanu Ruparel

	Mehul & Aarti Chande
	Raj & Betty Mehta
	Radhika Jaymal Ruparell

	Neil & Dipa Chander
	Viren & Sarla Mehta
	Dintaben Sachdev

	Vishnu & Kumud Chotai
	Dhruti Mithia
	Dinesh Samani

	Dinesh & Varsha Dattani
	Vrajlal & Sushila Modi
	Sheetal Saujani

	Doni & Kalpa Dattani

	Rahi & Shilpa Nathwani
	Atul Shah

	Minesh Dattani
	Shirish & Meena Nathwani
	Hiten Shah

	Jitendra & Mangla Davda
	Suresh & Usha Nathwani
	Ketan & Daksha Shah


	Sanjay & Nimisha Devani
	Ashish N Ondhia
	Sanjiv & Sheena Sheth

	Satish & Pratibha Jagsi
	Nikhil M Ondhia
	Anish & Bella Suchak


	Dr. Gita Jethalal
	Prabhudas & Manjula Pabari
	Parag & Feroza Suchak

	Veeru & Smita Jivan
	Bipin & Mina Padhiar

	Vraj & Mena Sudra

	Dinesh & Nita Jobanputra
	Nalinkumar & Chanda Pajpani
	Sheel & Manisha Tanna

	Vijay & Bharti Jobanputra
	Kajal & Hina Palan

	Priyen & Vaishali Tanna

	Nainesh & Falguni Kamdar
	Yogesh & Sushma Pancholi
	Bhiku & Sharmila Tejura

	Manish & Nanda Kanani
	Prafull Pandipautra
	Narendra & Daksha Thakkar

	Subodh & Amita Kanani
	Sailesh Patel

	Ramniklal & Indumati Thakrar

	Sunil & Shilpa Kapadia
	Sanjiv Patel
	Rakesh & Neha Tiku

	Shital & Prity Karia
	Dinesh & Bhavna Paun
	Milan Unarket

	Anil & Vaishali Keswani
	Nitin & Meena Pithadia
	Jasani Valabhdas

	Ashok & Nila Kotak
	Jayant & Monica Radia
	Beemal & Tara Vasani

	Jaswant & Punita Kotak
	
	Avinash & Sudha Vithlani

	
	
	


List is updated at the time of printing. For any additions, corrections, or queries kindly contact Kajal Palan @ (905) 755-9907

Amendments since Newsletter was Printed:

	LIFE MEMBERS
	ANNUAL MEMBERS

	Ramesh & Krishna Chotai
	Falgun Chug

	Dinesh & Nina Dattani
	Mehul & Kinjal Manek

	Mayank & Rupa Kanani
	Deep & Seema Mehta

	Pravin & Bharti Mehta
	Pravinkumar Ruparelia

	Narendra & Jayshree Pattani
	Priya Thakrar

	Sudhir & Saroj Rabheru
	

	
	


2004 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2004 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $501/-
Life Members - $25/-

2004 Annual General Meeting
Saturday, January 24th, 2004

6:00 PM – 11:00 PM

at
The Hindu Mandir (Professional Court) in Mississauga

Timing will be observed strictly

AGENDA

1. Review of minutes of 2003 AGM

2. Resolution on encouraging new Lohana immigrant families to join our community the moment they land in Canada and to give them a grace period of a year in their annual dues
3. Youth Report

4. Treasurer’s Report

5. President’s Report

6. Dissolution of 2003 Executive Committee

7. Election process for 2004 Executive Committee

8. Any other business

9. Adjournment

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Meeting:


6:00 – 7:30 PM
Dinner:


7:30 – 9:00 PM
Socializing:


9:00 – 11:00 PM
The Executive Committee wishes to thank the community for a wonderful year, delightful experience, and unfailing support.

LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3
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LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE (2003)





PRESIDENT:


SUNIT RADIA


(905) 567-6941





Vice-PRESIDENT:


KAMLESH THAKRAR


(905) 568-4340





TREASURER:


KAJAL PALAN


(905) 755-9907





SECRETARY:


MANISHA TANNA


(905) 881-9788





MEMBERS:


AGNA BADIANI


(905) 693-8212





PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





DHRUTI MITHIA


(905) 607-8318





PALLAVI RUGHANI


(416) 430-0020





SHEETAL SAUJANI


(905) 335-3037





PRIYA THAKRAR


(905) 624-8187








YOUTH PRESIDENT:


AARTI RUPARELL


(905) 821-3390








Past PRESIDENT:


Dr. VIPIN MITHIA


(905) 507-0976
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