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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”
· Our Community continues to remain vibrant with Bhajans, Engagements, Weddings, Summer Picnics, Wonderland Outings, Music Party, and individual accomplishments across different Societies and Communities.

· Our Annual Summer Picnic was a roaring success. In keeping up with Tradition ~ first there was rain; then came the sun; and then the fun started. With over 150 of our Community Members attending this year’s picnic it was nothing short of spectacular fun, fun and fun. Full details inside.

· Our 2nd Canada’s Wonderland Outing was nothing short of being a spectacular success. Participation to this event was substantially increased from last year. Do read about the details inside.

· We continue to get positive reviews about our 1st ever Summer Camp that took place during the July Long Weekend. Many of our kids who participated are busily solidifying the friendships developed during the 4-day outing.

· As always, the most up-to-date information on what is going o in our Community will be posted on our website (www.mylohana.com). Please keep on checking the website for all the latest information.

· Beginning with this Newsletter, we are please to launch a new Mandir Section. Here you will find announcements to the various activities that are happening. Our Editor is looking for feedback on how best to present the details.

· Our next three events will be something to talk about. Please mark your calendars to the Navratri Raas Garba, Chopda Poojan, and Diwali Dinner. Details are presented inside. The Board is very pleased to lower Diwali Dinner charges for paid members and children. The support of Life Members contributing $25.00 and Annual Member’s support of $50.00 is allowing us to provide better value to you, our members.
· On the Youth Front, Shreenal Tanna has stepped down from her post as Youth President, after 3 years of service. On behalf of the Community, the Board thanks Shreenal and wishes her continued success as she embarks on the next phase in her life ~ University!

Please congratulate Aarti Ruparell for graciously accepting post of Youth President. Aarti is already planning for a spectacular youth event that will be presented at the next Diwali Dinner. Details follow in the Youth Report.

Fellow Lohanas and Members ~ we look forward to seeing everyone at our next 3 Events, and of course at Weddings and Bhajans. 

As your Executive Committee, we hold monthly meetings. As always, our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any Community Member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

Youth Report

Hey guys! Hope you all had an amazing Summer Holiday and are now enjoying the start of this year’s School Year.  As most of you know or may not know, Diwali is sooner this year and you all know what that means- another AMAZING show for this year’s dinner! The age groups for this year’s dances are: 5-11, 12-15 and 16+ please call Aarti Ruparell @ (905) 821-3377 or email lcayouth@hotmail.com with your registration.  The rehearsal schedule can be found at the bottom of the youth report! Along with Diwali in October, it is Halloween, so for a Camp Lohana Reunion we want you all to come out to the first ever Lohana Youth Halloween Party! It will be held November 1, 2003. To sign up for this event please email lcayouth@hotmail.com .  Even if you did not attend Camp Lohana you are more than welcome to join us for this event.  I hope to see you all out for both of these events because we’re promising a ton of fun, and you’ll get to see all your camp friends!

Dance Rehearsal Schedule 

Sept: 20th, 27th  

Oct:  4th, 5th, 11th, 12th, 18th, 19th (some dates may be omitted)

Dress Rehearsal will be held the morning of the show @ Payal Banquet Hall
	Age Group
	Time

	5-11
	1:00-2:30pm

	12-15
	2:00-4:00pm

	16+
	4:00-5:30pm


All Rehearsals will be held at Hindu Mandir, unless notified otherwise.

Rules for Diwali Dance

1. All parents must stay upstairs and are not allowed in the rehearsal area ~ please!
2. No more than 2 rehearsals can be missed

3. There can be no registration after the second rehearsal

4. Keep a good attitude towards the volunteers and other dance members
Hope to see all of you guys really soon, take care!

Aarti & Shreenal
2nd Lohana Wonderland Day

Our 2nd Lohana Wonderland Day was held on August 23rd, 2003. Over 60 youths and parents attended this year, up from 43 last year! They had great fun, that almost 20 of our youngsters left the park close to 10:30 P.M. 

A superb lunch of pizza, soft drinks dhoklas, sandwiches, and puris went down very well. Thanks to Priti Thakrar, Susmita Mithia, Surbhi Rajdev and Daxa Shah for feeding the ever hungry Lohanas!!! 

Special thanks go to Sheel Tanna, Priti Thakrar and Dr. Jitendra & Surbhi Rajdev for volunteering and staying for over 12 hours at the park.

Annual Lohana Summer Picnic

This year’s Lohana Summer Picnic was nothing short of being a day full of spectacular fun. Those who actually showed up at 10:00am were greeted with Masala Chai (Jerry Saujani), Gathia-Jalebi & Thikha Marcha, courtesy of Kalas Kitchen. 
As is customary for all our picnics, we were blessed from the Heavens with RAIN. After that, once the morning breakfast items were gulped down, the fun started. This year, a surprise item was the “Dunk Tank”. Bimal Lakhani volunteered to introduce the concept of the dunk tank. Once the folks got wind of it, betting started immediately to dunk our President, Sunit Radia. Needless to say, there was a lineup. After our President was thoroughly soaked in cold water, umpteen times, the baton was passed on to several other Brave Individuals (Women included!), who agreed to get dunked in a tank full of cold water ~ all in the name of fun, enjoyment & excitement for all.
Lunch, as always, was fabulous! The multiple varieties of thepla, ondvo, shaak, salads, khaman, pasta, and sweets were just amazing! With lunch out of the way, it was time to exercise and what better way than a “Tug-of-War” ~ East v/s West was the theme. After four rounds a TIE was declared ~ very appropriately. Several games of Volleyball were also played.

Our Youth were busy playing Soccer, Gullidanda, and absolutely had to have a Water-Gun fight.
The event was concluded with multiple rounds of Antakshari, singing ability enhanced with Sweet Corn & Watermelons. All in all, over 150 of our Community members had lots & lots of fun. Thanks to Ramnikbhai Lakhani of Island Twist for the delicious drinks supplied that went down quickly.
An event surely not to be missed next year…
Chalo Navratri Na Raas Ramiye
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Join us for an Evening of

RAAS   GARBA
Music by Jalaram Group
Saturday, October 11, 2003
Garba from 7:30pm Onwards
Applewood Heights School

(Northwest corner of Tomken & Bloor)
945 Bloor Street East, Mississauga

**Please Bring your Dandias**
[image: image2.png]






     [image: image3.png]



CHOPDA POOJAN

This year the Chopda Poojan will be held at

4:00 PM sharp

Saturday October 25th, 2003

PAYAL BANQUET HALL

3410 SEMENYK COURT

Mississauga, Ontario

905-281-8800

The Pooja will be conducted by Pundit Kishorebhai Jani

2003 LCA Graduate Recognition Program

(Honoring the Scholastic achievement of Our Youth)



DIWALI  DINNER  2003

LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

LOHANA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS

ANNUAL DIWALI DINNER, GRADUATE RECOGNITION & DANCE
SATURDAY October 25th, 2003

5:00 PM SHARP

PAYAL BANQUET HALL

3410 SEMENYK COURT

MISSISSAUGA

905-281-8800
PROGRAM

	CHOPDA POOJAN:
	4:00PM-5:00PM

	RECEPTION:
	5:00PM-6:45PM

	AWARDS CEREMONY:
	6:45PM

	YOUTH ITEMS:
	7:45PM

	DINNER:
	8:30PM

	DANCING:
	9:30PM-1:00AM

	SPECIAL ITEM:
	Surprise


TICKET PRICING

	$35.00 LCA PAID MEMBERS*
	$60.00 LCA UNPAID MEMBERS/GUESTS

	$20.00 SENIORS
	$15.00 CHILDREN 12 & UNDER


* LCA MEMBERSHIP DEFINITION:

ALL LIFE MEMBERS & ANNUAL MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID THEIR $25.00/$50.00 ANNUAL DUES
   ***   PLEASE FAX THE ORDER FORM ON THE NEXT PAGE   ***       

DIWALI  DINNER  2003
ORDER FORMS WILL BE ACCEPTED STARTING 

Friday, October 4, 2003 
Kindly fill in this form with DARK INK and FAX to:  Paresh Manek @ 905-471-7450
NAME:

____________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE #: 
____________________________________________________________

EMAIL: 

____________________________________________________________


2003 LCA MEMBERSHIP PAID:   YES

*NO



*Can we charge your VISA for 2003 LCA Membership? 
YES             NO 

$50/- for Regular Members OR $25/- for Life Members

KINDLY NOTE: WE ONLY ACCEPT VISA CARDS (NO OTHER CARDS ARE ACCEPTED)

VISA CARD NUMBER: 

_______________________________________

VISA CARD EXPIRY DATE:
_______________________________________

CARDHOLDER NAME:

_______________________________________

SIGNATURE:


_______________________________________

Number of Tickets Required (maximum of 10 per form as Membership will be VERIFIED)
	Name
	Adult/ Senior/Child
	Name
	Adult/ Senior/Child

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	







# OF TKTS
     COST

TOTALS
2003 LCA PAID MEMBER
:
_________ 
@ $35.00 ea =

$_______

UNPAID MEMBER/GUEST:
_________ 
@ $60.00 ea =

$_______

SENIOR:



_________ 
@ $20.00 ea =

$_______

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER:

_________ 
@ $15.00 ea =

$_______                            Sub-Total:
_________

Sub-Total:
$_______

2003 LCA MEMBERSHIP DUES:


@ $25 or $50 ea =
$_______                

Total Amount to be charged on your VISA card: 

$_______
Jai Jalaram

The Panchmatia Parivar

Cordially invites you to attend the celebration of
Shri Jalaram Bapa’s Jayanti
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Friday October 31, 2003

Pooja 



 
7:30pm

Sunday November 2, 2003

Bhajans (Prafulbhai Pandya and party)

3:00pm

Aarti followed by Maha Prasad



6:00pm
Mississauga Ram Mandir

270 Export Blvd

Mississauga 905-696-8886

Please accept this as our personal invitation

RSVP by October 20, 2003

Alka Panchmatia 905-542-3332

Announcements

Weddings & Engagements ~ Congratulations to:

· Shital, daughter of Rajnikant & Sarlaben Kotecha of Owensound was married to Vinit, son of Vinodbhai & Madhuben Goyal of Toronto on August 9th 2003.
· Kamal Kataria, son of Suryakantbhai & Dintaben Kataria of Toronto, Canada was married to Tejal Madlani, daughter of Rajeshbhai & Vibhutiben Madlani of Porbandar India. They were married in Porbandar, India on April 3, 2003.
· Risha, daughter of Suresh & Mradula Bhayani of Toronto recently got engaged to Bharat, son of Rasikbhai & Savitaben Khakharia of Ottawa.

· Neha beloved daughter of Pravin & Madhuri Ruparelia of Ottawa (grand daughter of late Mr. Chatrabhuj Ruparelia and Mr. Purshottam Ranchod Pattani) got engaged to Falgun beloved son of Dr. Gunvantbhai & Naliniben Chag of Mombasa, Kenya on 5th October, 2003.

· Shantilal & Mradulaben Ruparelia are pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter Sona to Rinesh, son of Rameshbhai & Umaben Ganatra of Laguna Hills, CA.

Messages for the Community:

· Congratulations to Radhika Jaymal Ruparell for completing her Masters in Management and Professional Accounting from the Rotman School of Business, at the University of Toronto. Radhika has joined PriceWaterhouseCoopers in September 2003.

· Sachin Ruparelia, son of Pravin & Madhuri Ruparelia of Ottawa, ON, has graduated from Ottawa University June 2003. Honours Bachelor of Commerce Specialized Program in Management Information Systems (MIS).
· Amit, son of Rajnikant & Sarlaben Kotecha of Owensound graduated from Ryerson University in June 2003 and got a degree in Bachelor of Commerce and Information Technology Management.

· Vinay Raja and Family would like thank everybody who conveyed their condolences on the demise of their loving and beloved Bapuji, Shree Mohanlal Lalji Raja, who passed away in London, UK on July 25, 2003 at the age of 81. May his soul rest in eternal peace. Om, Shanti, Shanti, Shanti....

Mandir Activities:

· The Panchmatia Family, along with the support of the Community, would like to extend an invitation to one and all to participate in monthly Jalaram Bapa Bhajans.  They will be held every third Thursday of the month at Mississauga’s Ram Mandir.  The Bhajans will be from 7:30pm to 9:00pm and listed below are the dates for the 2003 year:

Thursday October 16, 2003

Thursday November 20, 2003

Thursday December 18, 2003

We invite everyone to participate and enjoy.  For further inquiries please contact Alka Panchmatia @ 905-542-3332.

· The Hindu Mandir invites you to participate in their monthly Jalaram Bapa's Bhajans on the 1st Sunday of every month from 5:00pm to 7:00pm. Every one from the Community is invited and most welcome. Maha Prasad is served immediately afterwards.

Please mark your calendars for this year’s Jalaram Jayanti (Saturday, November1 at 5.30pm). Maha Prasad will be served immediately afterwards.
Birth Announcements ~ Congratulations to:

· Proud parents Manish & Shital Tanna (Palatine, Illinois), baby boy Anik born August 11, 2003. The proud grandparents are Manharbhai & Naliniben Tanna and Shantilal & Mradulaben Ruparelia; and elder sister Maya Tanna.

· Proud parents Rakesh & Neha Tiku, baby girl Rachel Diya born May 3, 2003 (6lb 15oz). The proud grandparents are Sudhir & Charu Ruparel (Aurora, ON)

Address Updates/Changes:

	Dinesh & Jayshree Samani 
810 Bennett Crescent 
Oshawa, ON. L1K 1V4 
Tel: (905) 721-8699 
	


2003 Schedule of Activities Planned (please mark your calendars)

	Month
	Event

	October
	Navratri ~ 11th
Chopda Poojan ~ 25th 

Diwali Dinner ~ 25th 



	December
	New Year’s Eve Party ~ 31st



	January 2004
	Annual General Meeting ~ 24th




Letters to the Editor ~ General Guidelines

Letters to the Editor may be sent on any Issue, Compliment, or Criticism as long as the Full Name and Address of the Sender is written. Kindly keep all letters to 150 words or less. Kindly note that your letter may be edited for clarity and formatting purposes.
2003 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2003 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $501/-
Life Members - $25/-
We wish to thank the following paid members for their annual dues:

	ANNUAL MEMBERS
	ANNUAL MEMBERS (cont)
	LIFE MEMBERS (cont)

	Atul & Sunita Aundhia
	Dintaben Sachdev
	Ratilal & Lilavati Lakhani

	Agna Badiani
	Dinesh Samani
	Himanshu & Lekha Lukka

	Arvind Badiani
	Sheetal Saujani
	Jayanti & Sarojini Majithia

	Jay & Vira Badiani
	Hiten Shah
	Satish & Varsha Manaktola

	Ramesh & Mangala Badiani
	Ketan & Daksha Shah

	Sharmil & Nisha Mithia

	Mahesh Prabhudas Bhimjee
	Sanjiv & Sheena Sheth
	Vipin & Susmita Mithia

	Ashit Chandarana
	Anish & Bella Suchak

	Vinod & Rekha Modi

	Nitin & Seema Chandarana
	Sheel & Manisha Tanna
	Nilesh & Bharti Morzaria


	Rishi & Kina Chandarana
	Priyen & Vaishali Tanna
	Sunil & Deepa Nathwani

	Vishnu & Kumud Chotai
	Bhiku & Sharmila Tejura
	Harshad & Bharti Ondhia

	Dinash & Varsha Dattani
	Narendra & Daksha Thakkar
	Shantilal & Prafula Pattani

	Doni & Kalpa Dattani

	Ramniklal & Indumati Thakrar
	Rajni & Aruna Paun

	Minesh Dattani
	Rakesh & Neha Tiku
	Ramniklal & Manjulaben Rach

	Jitendra & Mangla Davda
	Jasani Valabhdas
	Vraj & Saroj Rach

	Sanjay & Nimisha Devani
	Avinash & Sudha Vithlani
	Sneha Radia

	Satish & Pratibha Jagsi
	
	Hardat & Kemkumarie Rai

	Dr. Gita Jethalal
	
	Rasik & Daksha Raja

	Dinesh & Nita Jobanputra
	LIFE MEMBERS
	Surendra & Sadhana Raja

	Kantilal & Shobhna Kotecha
	
	Praful & Neema Rajani

	Bharat Lakhani
	Bharat K. Aundhia
	Dr. Jitendra & Surbhi Rajdev

	Pankaj & Mamta Lilani
	Ramnik & Lila Bathia
	Manoj & Daxa Raythatha

	Paresh & Dipti Manek
	Davendra Bhagani
	Sailesh & Bijal Raythatha

	Ramniklal & Labhuvanti Manek
	Mayur & Panna Bhagani
	Deepak & Avni Ruparell

	Dhruti Mithia
	Ramesh & Bina Bharkhada
	Jaymal & Rupa Ruparell

	Vrajlal & Sushila Modi
	Suresh & Mrudula Bhayani
	Shanti Ruparelia

	Suresh & Usha Nathwani
	Bhanuraya & Rama Bhojani
	Kirit & Kirti Saujani

	Prabhudas & Manjula Pabari
	Ramesh & Krishna Chotai
	Jashwant & Sudha Saujani

	Bipin & Mina Padhiar

	Salim & Vidya Devji
	Kamlesh & Anita Sedani

	Nalinkumar & Chanda Pajpani
	Dipak & Sangeeta Dhrona
	Vinod & Bhanu Sodha

	Kajal & Hina Palan

	Shashikant & Meena Gadhia
	Mahendra & Bharti Somaiya

	Prafull Pandipautra
	Ramesh & Bhanu Ganatra
	Babubhai & Jashuben Somani

	Sailesh Patel

	Pragji & Mrudula Hindocha
	Raj & Rama Somaya

	Sanjiv Patel
	Ansuya Jasani
	Bhavanesh & Prasanna Tanna

	Dinesh & Bhavna Paun
	Prakash & Jayshree Kanani
	Raj & Mayuri Tanna

	Jayant & Monica Radia
	Vinay & Mira Khanderia

	Arvin & Sunanda Telli

	Sunit & Bhavna Radia
	Jagdish Kotecha
	Tushar & Sheila Thakker

	Manu & Manju Raikundalia
	Kamal & Daksha Kotecha
	Ashok Thakrar

	Dilip & Jayshree Raja
	Suresh & Urmila Kotecha
	Kamlesh & Priti Thakrar

	Kamal Rajani
	Dinesh & Kumud Lakhani
	Suresh & Urmila Thakrar

	Manish & Pallavi Rughani
	Jitesh & Sujata Lakhani

	

	Radhika Jaymal Ruparell
	Mukesh & Gita Lakhani

	

	
	
	

	
	
	


List is updated at the time of printing. For any additions, corrections, or queries kindly contact Kajal Palan @ (905) 755-9907
LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3
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Kindly inform Sheetal Saujani @ (905) 335-3037 or via email @ sheetalsaujani@hotmail.com, if you or any of your family members or friends who have graduated this year. All the Graduates will be presented with an Achievement Plaque at the Annual Lohana Diwali Dinner. 





Please note that this program is not for parents to come to the stage or the Graduate not being present. We will only recognize the graduates who are physically present.





The names of the Graduates should be submitted by October 5th for logistical reasons.


Kindly note that names will not be accepted after this date (no exceptions will be made).
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