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REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Once again, we thank the Community for giving us the opportunity to serve in the Year 2003. We are looking forward to seeing our community remain vibrant with the traditional programs as well as introducing new and enhancing current programs. 

Of course, our Community can only remain vibrant with the support of all members as together we make the magic work. Our Annual General Meeting on January 18, 2003 was a historic event as we laid out plans that will keep the Community in a very strong financial situation. Also the meeting was held when the outside temperature was brutally cold, but the support from 200+ members was greatly appreciated.

Once again this year we are blessed with young adults joining the Executive Board and this is a strong indication in keeping the Lohana flame alive. The Board welcomes Ms. Dhruti Mithia, Ms. Agna Badiani, Ms. Sheetal Saujani, and Mrs. Pallavi Rughani as its new Directors. We also thank Kajal Palan, Paresh Manek, Parul Suchak, Manisha Tanna, Priya Thakrar, Shreenal Tanna, Aarti Ruparell, Kamlesh Thakrar, and Sunit Radia as returning Board members. Dr. Vipin Mithia has kindly agreed to remain as Vice-President of our Global Lohana Mahaparishad representing Canada on Lohana affairs.

The Board is going to make a few positive changes in the upcoming year that will allow us to use technology more efficiently. We want to constantly recognize members who donate their time, resources, pay their annual dues, contribute to the well being of the community, and achieve success in their respective fields etc.

At the Annual General meeting, our first event of the year, the Board wants to recognize the following folks for their various contributions:

1- Sneha Radia, Rishi Chandrana, Bharat Lakhani, Mukesh Lakhani, and Ricki Chandarana for their awesome organization of the Antakshari and Musical Program. Folks had an amazing time with the melodies and the program.

2- Rameshbhai Chotai, Deepakbhai Ruparell, and Raj Tanna for picking up the cost of Hindu Mandir rental.

3- Rubicon for picking up mailing costs of this Newsletter as part of Mukeshbhai’s contribution, on top of providing Rubicon drinks. Furthermore, left over drinks went to the youth ski camp on Valentine’s weekend.

4- Babubhai from Kala’s Kitchen for providing a delicious meal at virtually cost price to the community and serving the food till the end.

5- Jashwantbhai Saujani – the tea master who provided all the supplies and kept on making fresh hot spicy tea during the evening.

6- Shantibhai Pattani for delivering and providing chilled Coca Cola products.

7- Narendra Pattani and Dr. Ramnikbhai Barcha to ensure all our by-laws are up to date from the last ten years. 

8- Vinay Raja for providing outstanding services in auditing our books and thanking him for his services.
The intent of recognizing our fellow members is that everyone contributes at different times and in different ways and we feel proud that so many of you care. Thank You. In the event we forget anyone, our humble apologies, and we will recognize you in our next Newsletter as well as updating it on our website.

Our second event of the year took place over Valentines weekend, where a huge number of our young boys and girls braved the cold weather and went for a weekend ski camp with other Gujaratis from Sanatan Mandir. Again, the Board wants to recognize a few of our adults who sacrificed their whole weekend plus many more hours of preparing for the trip. We thank Raj Tanna, Dinesh Dattani, Ronnie Dattani, and Tushar Thakkar for looking after our children and allowing them to develop friendship with not just Lohana kids, but a wider Gujarati Community. Our President, Sunit Radia actually visited the camp site and quotes, “The wives of Raj, Dinesh and Tushar no longer have to cook, clean, or look after the kids…they are experts.” The menu, the program, the fun, the discipline, was absolutely amazing. Now, only if the kids would do the same chores at home!!!!!!

All the Resolutions at our AGM passed with a majority. Effective January 2003, our new yearly Membership Dues are as follows: These dues are now PAYABLE by all whether you are Life members, Annual members, non-members etc.

· Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-
· Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
· Life Membership - $501/-
· Life Members - $25/-

Please send your dues at your earliest and earn your recognition in our quarterly newsletters.

In conclusion, we the Board are here to serve the Community to the best of our abilities. We ask for your support in every aspect, hopefully the weather warms up quickly and we will start off with our summer programs. We are searching and booking facilities and as usual it is always a challenge to get the best value. 

REPORT FROM THE YOUTH
Dear Youth,


On Saturday March 1st, we held a LYNO (Lohana Youth Night Out) at Pizza Hut. This was an extremely successful event, approximately 30 youth attended this event and both Aarti and I were so happy to have had the opportunity to interact with the youth after so long. We had youth from the ages of five to eighteen who attended this event, and it was an awesome evening, we ate pizza, had desert and had a Great Time! 


I guess you are all wondering, what is coming up in the future! Well, Aarti and I are planning another LYNO event at Laser Quest, we are hoping to have this event for May 10th, and so make sure you keep checking your e-mail for further information! This year we will be doing things a little differently regarding the Laser Quest event; if you are interested in participating in this event, we ask that you email us your parent’s Visa number, expiry date and the name of the cardholder. You do not have to pay for this event via visa, but we do need the visa number as a confirmation that you will attend the event. You can either email Aarti and I this information at lcayouth@hotmail.com or you can call Aarti Ruparell at (905) 821-3390 or Shreenal Tanna at (905) 430-1311. Please make sure we receive this information by April 1st, this will give Aarti and I enough time to know how many people to book for at Laser Quest. 


If there is anyone who is not on the youth mailing list and would like to be, please e-mail Aarti and I at lcayouth@hotmail.com with your name, age and date of birth. We have been extremely successful with the youth mailing list; we now have approximately 150 youth on the mailing list! We welcome anyone else who would like to be a part of this mailing list, which will provide further information regarding youth events. 


Aarti and I would like to thank all the youth who attended the Pizza Hut dinner on March 1st. We would also like to thank all the parents for their support and help regarding this event. We hope to see you all at our next event! If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to contact either Aarti or myself. 

Sincerely,

Aarti Ruparell and Shreenal Tanna 

	Ha Ha Ha…

Q : Why did the Gujju go to Rome ?
A : He wanted to listen to POPE music.

Q : Why did the Gujju go to London?
A : To see BIG BEHN.

Q : What did the Gujju mean when he said, "Ramesh no dikro STATES ma gayon" ?
A : Ramesh's son failed in statistics.


	Ila Devani is a proud recipient of Her Majesty the Queen's Jubilee Medal

This prestigious Medal was presented at a ceremony held on December 9, 2002. The Medal was awarded to Ila for the significant contribution she has made to the South Asian community and the fellow Canadians over the past 20 years.

Currently, Ila is working for the Hon. Minister, Elinor Caplan in the Thornhill Constituency Office. 

Ila has served on the LCA board for several years. In the true Raghuvanshi spirit, some of Ila’s many Volunteer Activities include:

· Board Member of the Arts and Cultural Committee for the City of Vaughan, 1998-2001

· Board Member of the Race Relation Committee for the City of Vaughan, 1995-1997

· Board Member of the York Central Hospital, 1995-1996

· Member of the Ontario Medical Review Committee, 1994–1996

· Board Member on Race Relation Board for York Region Board of Education, 1991-1994

· President of Lohana Cultural Association, 1993-1994

· Recipient of Ontario Volunteer Award for 15 years of community service (1994)

· Member of the Ad Hoc Group of South Asian Organizations.
· During the meeting with the Premier of Ontario, Ila was selected to make the presentation to the Premier and his cabinet on issues affecting South Asian women.
· Instrumental in obtaining grants for various Gujarati communities.
· Fund Raiser for United Way


	Suresh Thakrar is a proud recipient of Her Majesty the Queen's Jubilee Medal

Suresh Thakrar has been awarded The Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal in recognition of his significant contribution over the past 30 years to Canada, the South Asian community and to fellow Canadians. Suresh was honoured by Hon. Senator Mobina Jaffer Q.C. at a ceremony held in the Metro Hall on February 21, 2003.

Suresh is a highly respected member of the South Asian community recognized for his humility, selflessness and dedicated leadership. He is very active in public advocacy areas including multiculturalism, diversity, the role of visible minorities, and mentoring youth. And, has worked hard to increase pride, awareness and links to the mainstream for the South Asian Community.

He has made tremendous contributions to many South Asian associations and initiatives.  He has led/championed/played key role in many community fund raising and project activities… such as, Gujarat (India) Earthquake Relief Fund, creation of the South Asian Gallery/Curatorship at the Royal Ontario Museum, India-Living Arts Exhibit at Canadian Museum of Civilization in Ottawa, Lohana Community, Fundraising for politicians, Panorama India, South Asian studies (York and University of Toronto), Pandit Jasraj/University of Toronto Performing Arts Endowment Fund, and various community associations/events.

Suresh has volunteered in leadership/board roles in many organizations including: Standing Committee on Multiculturalism, Canada-India Business Council, Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce, Royal Patrons Circle at the ROM, Lohana Cultural Association of Canada, Glen Forest Secondary School Parent Council and others. Served as a Canadian observer for Bangladesh 2001 parliamentary election, including acting as the head of Canadian delegation.

He is currently coordinating the Gujarat (India) Earthquake Relief Fund’s rehabilitation & reconstruction efforts in India. Suresh was also recently appointed to Leadership Gifts Committee at the Trillium Health Centre Foundation and the Renaissance ROM Campaign Cabinet at the Royal Ontario Museum.


Happy Hour

What:

First Ever Informal Meeting of the 21-40year old Lohanas 

Where:
Milestone’s Grill & Bar (reservations under Manisha Tanna)


132 John Street (Richmond & Adalide)


(416) 595-1990
When:
Friday, April 4th, 2003 from 6:00pm onwards



Free Food Platters & Soft Drinks (Cash Bar)

Purpose:
To CONNECT and MEET fellow Lohanas in the 21-40year Age Group


To LISTEN to Ideas & Viewpoints about our Community at Large



To NETWORK with fellow Lohanas & build Professional Contacts


To PLAN future events to meet your needs & have a GREAT TIME
Contact:
Manisha Tanna (905) 881-9788 for more information.
2003 Schedule of Activities Planned (please mark your calendars)

	Month
	Event

	April
	Young Adults ~ Happy Hour (21-40 year olds) ~ April 4th 



	May
	Youth LYNO ~ Laser Quest ~ 10th 



	June
	Golf Outing, with Dinner & Music Party ~ June 14th 

Youth ~ Camp/Variety Show ~ June 28th -July 1st (Long Weekend)



	July
	Summer Picnic ~ 27th



	August
	2nd Annual Wonderland Outing ~ 16th 



	October
	Navratri Garbas~ 4th
Chopda Poojan ~ 25th 

Diwali Dinner ~ 25th 



	December
	New Year’s Eve Party ~ 31st



	January 2004
	Annual General Meeting ~ 24th




The following Resolutions were PASSED at the AGM held on January 18, 2003:

(1)
INCREASE OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES


The Life Membership fee shall be raised to $ 501/- effective 2003, $ 750/- effective 2005, and $ 1,001/- effective 2007.  All Life Membership fees collected from now on shall be included in the Operating Budget (and not in the Restricted Fund).


(2)
INCREASE OF “REGULAR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP” DUES FOR MEMBERS RESIDING IN GTA 

The annual membership fee that is applicable to members that are not Life Members shall, from now on, be called “Regular Annual Membership”.  The Regular Annual Membership fee for members that reside within Greater Toronto Area (between Hamilton and Oshawa, inclusive) shall be increased to $ 50/-.  The Regular Annual Membership fee for members residing outside GTA shall continue to be $ 30/-.
(3)
“SUSTAINING ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP” DUES FOR LIFE MEMBERS 
The existing and new Life Members wishing to sustain their paid membership for any calendar year shall be assessed a “Sustaining Annual Membership” fee of $ 25/- per calendar year.  This form of membership shall be available only to paid Life Members.  A Life Member may choose not to pay sustaining fee for any year; however, in this case, and for that year, the non-sustaining Life Member will be deemed to be an unpaid member for that year and the event-based charges payable by such a Life Member shall be the same as the charges payable by any other unpaid member.

(4)
LIMITED AND TRANSPARENT USE OF “RESTRICTED FUNDS” FOR OPERATING BUDGET

The “Restricted Fund” shall continue to be maintained separate from the Operating Funds.  However, as a last resort in case of shortfall in annual operating funds, the Executive Committee may make an annual withdrawal from the Restricted Fund for an amount up to the higher of $ 2,000/- or 5 % of remaining Restricted Fund, in order to cover shortfall in operating revenue.  At every Annual general Meeting, the President and the treasure shall make a special mention in their reports about the funds withdrawn from (and outstanding balance in) the Restricted Fund, if any.

(5) REVISION OF DEFINITION OF MEMBERSHIP
Currently, Family Membership is defined as the contributing member and his/her spouse, all unmarried children and parents who are dependent or who are over 60 years of age.  From now on, Family Membership shall be defined as the contributing member and his/her spouse, all unmarried and dependent children under the age of 21, and parents who are dependent or are over 65 years of age. (The definition of Individual Member remains unchanged as single persons who are not deemed to qualify under the family membership class).

	Invitation

 Arun & Rashmini Raja

and
 Subodh & Amita Kanani

IN ASSOCIATION WITH THE MISSISSAUGA’S RAM MANDIR
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU, WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS TO CELEBRATE THE AUSPICIOUS OCCASION OF

Shree Lakshmi Narayan Murti Pratishtha Mahotsav

COMMENCING ON WEDNESDAY, APRIL 2ND 2003

&

CONCLUDING ON SATURDAY, APRIL 5TH 2003.

AT THE MISSISSAUGA RAM MANDIR

270 EXPORT BLVD. MISSISSAUGA 

TEL:  905-696-8886



	MAIN EVENTS

Wednesday April 2nd To Saturday April 5th 2003

Wednesday, April 2nd 

Thursday, April 3rd 

7:00 a.m. Ganesh Pooja

                Punyaha Vaachan Pooja

                Navagraha Pooja

                Ashta Dikpalak Pooja

                Vaasto Purush Pooja

                Jala Adhivasa  

7:00 a.m. Ganesh Pooja

                All Devtas (Vedees) Pooja

                Murti-Dhanya Adhivasa

                Narayan 

8:30 a.m. Aarti

8:30 a.m. Aarti

6:00 p.m. 64 Yoginee Pooja

                Sarvathobhadra Mandal

                Murti Ksheera Adhivasa

6:00 p.m. Ganesh Pooja, Havan

7:00 p.m. Discourse

7:00 p.m. Discourse

8:30 p.m. Aarti

8:00 p.m. Aarti




	MAIN EVENTS (Continued)
Friday, April 4th 

Saturday, April 5th 

7:00 a.m. Ganesh Pooja

                All Devtas (Vedees) Pooja

                Puspa Aadhivasa

8:00 a.m. Ganesh Pooja

                Yantra Pratistha

                Netrunmee Lan Prana Pratistha

                Maha Abhishek for Lakshmi Narayan

8:30 a.m. Aarti

11:30 a.m. Aarti

6:00 p.m. Ganesh Pooja

                Havan

                Murti Hirany Aadhivasa

12:00 Noon Lunch

7:00 p.m. Devi Pooja

6:00 p.m. Katha Kirtan

8:00 p.m. Aarti

7:30 p.m. Aarti

8:00 p.m. Dinner

We thank you for joining us during these auspicious and memorable occasions for our families and Mississauga’s Ram Mandir.

Jai Shree Krishna – Jai Seeta Ram!


Announcements
· Paresh & Dipti Manek (Markham, Ontario) would like to announce the birth of their daughter, Yashna, born on December 3, 2002. Proud Grand Parents are Haridas & Urmila Manek (Markham, Ontario) and Mangaldas & Savita Khakhria (Nepean, Ontario).

· Congratulations to Proud Parents and Grandparents: Anissa Kotecha was born on January 2, 2003. Proud Parents are Vimal and Priscilla Kotecha and Grandparents are Suresh and Urmila Kotecha & Anil and Mrudulla Parmar.
· Baby boy Raphael Rahul Ghelani, born on Jan 25, 2003. Congratulations to proud parents Sunil & Karla Ghelani as well as proud grandparents Gulabbhai & Naliniben Ghelani, all of Ottawa, Ontario.

Engagements/Weddings ~ Congratulations to…

· Shree Tulsidas and Late Vijyaben Devani proudly announces the engagement of their granddaughter Minoo - (daughter of Ashok and Geeta Devani of Montreal) to Dishell, son of Prabhudas and Manjuben Pau of Manchester U.K.
Messages for the Community…

· The long awaited launch of www.mylohana.com is now a reality! Please take a few minutes to browse through the site, keeping in mind that this is still “under construction”. Kindly direct all your feedback/suggestions to Kamlesh Thakrar at ssthakrar@yahoo.com
“LOHANAS NEVER SEND YOU A BILL”

poem by – LALIT KANABAR
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2003 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2003 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership (Residents of Greater Toronto Area) - $50/-

Annual Membership (Outside Greater Toronto Area) - $30/-
Life Membership - $501/-
Life Members - $25/-

Please note- To encourage dues paid on time, we will recognize folks who do that in our Newsletters and website 
We wish to express our sincere thanks to Rubicon for paying the mailing costs of this Newsletter.

LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3


 MAR 2003, ISSUE: 1        	     www.mylohana.com		EDITOR: PARESH H MANEK








LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE (2003)





PRESIDENT:


SUNIT RADIA


(905) 567-6941





Vice-PRESIDENT:


KAMLESH THAKRAR


(905) 568-4340





TREASURER:


KAJAL PALAN


(905) 755-9907





SECRETARY:


MANISHA TANNA


(905) 881-9788





MEMBERS:


AGNA BADIANI


(905) 615-0784





PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





DHRUTI MITHIA


(905) 607-8378





PALLAVI RUGHANI


(416) 430-0020





SHEETAL SAUJANI


(905) 335-3037





PARUL SUCHAK


(416) 598-7906





PRIYA THAKRAR


(905) 624-8187





YOUTH PRESIDENT:


SHREENAL TANNA


(905) 430-1311





AARTI RUPARELL


(905) 821-3390





Past PRESIDENT:


Dr. VIPIN MITHIA


(905) 507-0976
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