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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”

This has indeed been a terrific summer! Hopefully everyone has had a great time and is in good health & spirits. Our community has been very active, especially in the GTA, with several activities, in particular:

Our Summer Picnic had one of the largest turnouts ever and all who attended had mega-amounts of fun. The day started with nasty thundershowers at 9.00am in the morning, but by 10.30am the Sun was shining brightly. Jalebi/Gathia and Masala-chai was served in the morning for the die-hard picnic fans. Our thanks go to Kala’s kitchen for the delicious Jalebi and Gathia and to “Master Chef” Jerry Saujani, who overcame insurmountable obstacles by using skim milk and NOT homogenized milk to make the Masala-chai taste so delicious. 

As folks started to arrive by noon, all the sports activities had started. The youth were playing Cricket and the Adults enjoyed traditional Volleyball. Three events with prizes e.g. Guinea sack racing etc, also took place and was huge fun. By 2.00pm in the afternoon hunger had of course snuck in and an amazing array of delicious food was spread out. Wow the culinary skills of our Chefs- mostly Lohana Women- (not to offend any men if they cooked anything) is just awesome. Everyone frankly pigged–out. It was that good. After lunch, the games continued, and Antakshari had also started. Chilled Island Twist juice drinks donated by Ramnikbhai Lakhani went down fast. Thank You. This was also the 1st time in the history of our picnic that we had a Paanwala - Atul Kothari from Kenya making delicious Paan. Atulbhai also made a donation to the community from his proceeds. 

Dessert was served once the Raffle was over and all the Birthday cakes, and Watermelon and Corn just got gobbled up. A surprise 30th Anniversary cake for Bhupendra and Neela Tanna by his younger naughty brother Raj added more fun to the day. Bhupendra also had a great gift for the community as he donated $501.00. Thank you for your kind generosity.

The evening ended at almost 7.00pm and everyone had a blast. See you all next year, same place same time! 

The Community also organized the 1st Lohana Wonderland Day on Aug 24, 2002, and over 65 youths and parents attended this. It was so much fun, that some of our Lohanas did not want to leave the park even after it was closed at 10.00pm. A superb lunch of subs, thepla and ondvo went down very well. Thanks to Bhavna Radia, Susmita Mithia, Daxa Shah and Dipti Manek for feeding the ever hungry Lohanas!!! 

This summer has witnessed over a dozen weddings and engagements. Our heartiest congratulations to all the families and we wish all the newly weds all the very best. To all our Lohana brothers and sisters who have married outside of the Lohana Clan, we are proud to announce your spouses as being honorary Lohanas and do urge you to bring them to all of our functions. We have an amazing tradition and culture to offer.

Our Lohana Community in Toronto was also visited this summer from Lohanas holding various positions in different countries. They were all visiting Toronto on a private basis, but being staunch Raghuvanshis, they could not resist talking Lohana solidarity to us. We met and informally discussed issues and opportunities affecting Lohanas throughout the world. They were all highly impressed that our community being so tiny was so vibrant. They all took lessons on how to be quiet during a wedding ceremony!

 Visitors included Shantibhai Kotecha, President Lohana UK; Aroonbhai Samani, Vice President – Lohana Mahaparishad, Africa; Jayantibhai Chandarana, President Lohana Samaj, Leicester, UK; Pratapbhai Mirani, brother of Chandrasibhai Mirani, Managing Trustee, Lohana Mahaparishad, India; Kantibhai Devani, President Lohana Samaj, North London; and last but not the least, Amratlalbhai Radia - Trustee Lohana Samaj, North London.

Finally, please find attached information on the 50th Birthday Celebration of Lohana Mahaparishad, in Bombay India this December. All are invited to attend.

The Board of Directors would like to announce three fabulous events coming up in the next 2 months. Gosh, we can’t believe that we have to announce all this after such an amazing summer. Anyways, it is very important that you mark these 3 days in your calendar ASAP.

· OCTOBER 11, 2002 ~ Navratri Lohana Night.

· NOVEMBER 2, 2002 ~ Diwali Dinner and Dance.

· NOVEMBER 4, 2002 ~ Chopda-Poojan. 

These are our three massive events and the Board is working extremely hard to ensure we organize the best ever evenings for all Lohanas. Navratri will be held at Applewood High School - same location as last year. Diwali dinner at Payal Banquet Hall - it will accommodate 900 people for the evening. Chopda-Poojan will be held at the new Ram Mandir in Mississauga. All these 3 facilities meet our needs and all we ask is your 100% attendance on ALL these events.

DIWALI DINNER
With respect to Diwali dinner, we would like to say the following. 

1- This is going to be the best ever Diwali program. We are going to get the “Platinum Menu” from Payal, and other delicious treats that you cannot afford to miss.

2- DJ. Jay Mistry is going to entertain us. He is an absolutely fantastic DJ who knows how to keep the Young and the Old grooving all night long.

3- The Youth have a fabulous entertainment plan for us.

4- Of course we have our graduation recognition program. Please note that this program is not for Parents to come to the stage on behalf of their children, nor for the Graduate not being present. We will only recognize the Graduates physically present. We want our proud Lohana Graduates to take a bow and the community giving them a rousing thunderous standing ovation for their phenomenal achievements.

5- As Diwali is the Major event where the whole community attends, it is also the time when we raise funds for the Community. To be fair to all, we will not do an auction that only targets the “well to do”, but we will raise it thru our ticket price. As you are all aware, costs are going up and as such we will be asking all adults to pay a slightly higher price. Once again the benefit is for the Community and during this occasion your small donation is greatly appreciated. Needless to say, ticket prices for our children and seniors will remain the SAME as last year’s. 

6- Membership: Diwali is the time that we collect our membership dues from most non-life members. At this time, we are also asking that married children and working adults over 21 living at home/outside of family home do not qualify as Life Members. So please when you book your tables, please become members or you may pay guest fees. We have the most up-dated list of our members and your support will be greatly appreciated on this matter.

7- Finally, our Resident Photographers, Jayshreeben & Pravinbhai Thakrar will take your portraits at a very nominal cost. Please dress your very best and make the evening a memorable one.

CHOPDA POOJAN
This is indeed a Lohana tradition that we will continue to perform and we are asking all the business folks to please register and perform the ceremony. This event is being held after Diwali Dinner and thus it is important that all of you come and attend and support the Community. 

The Board of Directors wishes all the best to our Youth who have gone back to School, College, or University. The season of Festival of Lights is going to be upon us very shortly and God Bless you all.

As your Executive Committee, we hold meetings monthly and our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any community member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us for date/location of our future meetings.

Message from the Youth
Dear youth,  


The Lohana picnic was a great success and lots of fun! We played lots of games, had a raffle with amazing prizes and we all had a magnificent time! This year the youth held a car wash and I think we ended up giving our selves a wash after all the water fights, but it was worth it! We would like to thank everyone who helped out with the car wash and made the day as wonderful as it was! Wonderland was also a great success we had roughly 65 people attend! We all had a great time, some of us went bungee jumping for the first time and I’m sure we all had wonderland’s famous funnel cake!! We would like to thank everyone for coming out and thank everyone for their help in making this event a success! 

This year the youth committee has grown and there are now three of us on the committee. I would like to welcome Anu Ondhia back to the committee for her second year and welcome Aarti Ruparell to the committee. I’m sure we are going to have a year full of laughter, fun and success! 

TAKE OUT YOUR DANCING SHOES…

We are planning on doing a dance medley to perform at this year’s Diwali Dinner. This will be a great chance for all of us to get together and have some fun! Registration for this event is simple, all you have to do is contact Anu Ondhia at (416) 493-0194, Aarti Ruparell at (905) 821-3390, Shreenal Tanna at (905) 430-1311, or you can register at lcayouth@hotmail.com. All it takes is just one email or one phone call! Registrants will receive more information via e-mail as it becomes available!

Here’s the rest of the information in a nutshell:

AGE GROUP: 5-29 years old

COST: there is NO cost!!!

DATE: performance will be Saturday November 2nd at Diwali dinner. 

PRACTICES: TBA (we promise they will be central) 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: (OCT 1 OR ASAP so we can start practices!!) 

WE PROMISE: a lot of fun!! 

Shreenal Tanna, LCA Youth President

Winners of the Annual Lohana Summer Picnic 2002
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	Dodge Ball
	Sack Race #1
	Sack Race #2

	Sejal Thakrar
	Sheel Radia
	Jatin Madhvani

	Priya Thakker
	Hetal Karia
	Anuj Dhrona

	Drasta Shah
	Sonia Ruparell
	Reena Bhagani


JAYANTI DAVDA WALKS 120 KM IN FOUR DAYS!! 

I am proud to be a Lohana and am happy to share the following good news to our community: 

This year I visited Holland in the month of July 2002 and participated in a four days walk. This event took place in Nijmegen, Holland from July 16-19 2002. It is an annual event and this year it was the 86th International Walk. 

I walked 120km in four days. There were in total 40,000 walkers who participated in this event. Out of these 37,440 walkers completed the walk. There were in total 27 countries that participated. This is a very challenging event as one needs to be not only fit, but well disciplined, energetic, tolerant, positive minded, cheerful, team-work spirit, organized, etc. It is a demanding event as it expects everything from you. 

This annual event is also known as International Fourdays Long Distance Walk. All the participants are volunteers and there is a fee to be paid, which covers the organization, safety, route, medical care cost. There are civilians and military participants from different countries. 

This event is very enjoyable and tiring as the days are long full of activities. As I stated we have to walk for 4-days. 30kms a day! Early morning we had to wake up at 5am, get dressed, and catch a train at 6:30am to Nijmegen the start point. After a cup of coffee we start walking around 7:30am. There is a route which we need to follow, on our ways there are some unexpected spot checks. You can take your own time to stop and rest as long as you are able to return before 5pm on the same day. Each day we have a number of volunteers to help people out. Even Red Cross takes an active part in making this event a successful. Everyday we were returning around 3pm. After that we went to a pub to taste a bit of festivity in town. The party goes on whole nights for some people and for some it ends at 6pm. We went back with the train to our place; eat at around 7pm and after a shower, by 9pm we had to take rest as we had another day waiting for us. On our way we could meet different people from different countries and everyone supported each other. We all become a part of a big family. We walked together in sunshine, rain and windy days. 

Among the participants there were children over 15yrs, ladies and gentlemen. I even came across a woman who was 84yrs old and was walking 20km per day. Whole day you get to see people on the side of the roads cheering and smiling. Lots of food, drinks and music! 

The second day is the toughest as you are tired and muscles are all strained, lack of good rest also hits you. The third day is also a struggling day. The fourth day is the best as everyone is happy and expecting to finish the marathon. There is a parade at the end and about 100,000 people come to see the end of the walk. They congratulate you, with flowers, drinks and food. It is a colorful and joyful event. Very difficult to describe it in words; one has to participant in order to understand the value of this event. We even show a part of beautiful Holland. 

For your kind information Canadians participated this year for the 50th time. There were mainly military people from Nova Scotia and some civilians like me. I met three other civilians from Ontario. 


Well I am proud and happy to say that I did complete the walk without a blister and had lots of good time in Holland. Hope you and other Lohana friends will now understand a bit of this unique event. If anyone is interested in any additional information or would like to see some of the nice pictures, then please feel free to call me at 905-542-7727. God bless you all… Jayanti Davda

Announcements

Engagements/Weddings ~ Congratulations to…

· Shital Kotecha, daughter of Rajni & Sarla Kotecha of Owensound got engaged to Vinit son of Vinod & Madhu Goyal of Toronto on July 29, 2002.
· Babubhai & Manjuben Chotai are pleased to announce the engagement of their son Sham to Kristin, daughter of Vince and Laurie Crooks of San Luis, California.
· Sapna Adatia, daughter of (late) Rameschandra & Lata Adatia of Kericho, Kenya got married to Nikhil son of Ashok & Hemlata Bhansali of Mississauga Ont. on Sept 1, 2002.
Messages for the Community…

· The long awaited launch of www.mylohana.com is now a reality! Please take a few minutes to browse through the site, keeping in mind that this is still “under construction”. Kindly direct all your feedback/suggestions to Kamlesh Thakrar at ssthakrar@yahoo.com
· Sapna Adatia got her Masters Degree in Pharmacology in June 2002 from U. of T.
· Congratulations to Suraj Raythatha, Son of Manoj & Daxa Raythatha of Calgary, on the completion of his Honours in Business Administration Degree from the Richards Ivey School of Business at the University of Western Ontario in may 2002. Suraj completed his undergraduate degree with distinction and now works at Suncor Energy, in Toronto.
Condolences …

· Prafulbhai Chande (Mississauga, Ontario, originally of Bujumbura, Burundi), loving and devoted husband of Ansuyaben, loving father of Mehul, Mihir and Meet, caring father-in-law of Aarti and Poonam, and proud grandfather of Shaamil, passed away peacefully and with great dignity on May 17, 2002, in the presence of his family at his side.

Ansuyaben, Mehul, Mihir, Meet, Aarti, Poonam and Shaamil would like to extend their sincere appreciation to everyone that sent their condolences from throughout the world and gave their support during this difficult time.  The Chande family would also like to thank everyone that attended the bhajans and gave their final respects.

May his soul rest in peace.  Jai Shree Krishna.  Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti….

· Late Shree Anilkumar (Bapu) Dhanjibhai Thakrar (Dar-es-Salaam).
Birth: 14-01-1941 Ranavavah, Gujarat. Death: 22-08-2002 Leicester, UK. 

The untimely death of Shree Anilkumar Thakrar, son of late Shree Dhanjibhai 
Vishram Thakrar and late Shreemati Diwaliben Dhanjibhai Thakrar of Dar-es-salaam (E. Africa); brother of (Lt) Vanilal, (Lt) Ramnik, Kanti, Ashwin Kishore, Madhu Thakrar, Ramaben Kotecha and maternal uncle to Aditi Ruparelia, had resulted in an irreplaceable loss in our family. We express our sincere thanks to all who conveyed their condolences either personally, by mail, by fax, e-mail as well as by soothing personal phone calls. Our heartfelt thanks also go to the families and friends who comforted us during the funeral ceremony, paid homage to the departed soul and offered tributes by taking part in the prayer meetings, sending flowers, by dedicating payers on the local radio stations, etc. Please accept our gratitude through this newsletter, lack of being able to thank everyone personally. May his soul rest in eternal peace and we all pray that the Lord gives us strength to bear the loss of such a divine person. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shantihi. Eileen (Lt) Anilkumar Thakrar, Thakrar Families (Leicester, UK), Aditi & Yashwant Ruparelia (Toronto).

Lohana Couple climbs Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania

Divyesh & Charu Gadhia of Burnaby, BC made recent history as they climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro in August. The Gadhia's had left Kenya almost 30 years ago and this was their first time back to East Africa. 

The Gadhia's climb was to raise money for the Alzheimer's Society of BC. They raised over $20,000 for the Society. They spent 6 days in reaching the top of Kilimanjaro and were totally thrilled about the event. It was a dream-come true. They then spent 2 weeks in Kenya for a well deserved holiday. 

Hearty congratulations on an amazing achievement.

`

Address Updates/Changes/New Additions
Blanked out due to Privacy issues 

Business is Business…
Jay Majithia

One day at a school in South London a teacher said to the class of 5-year-olds, “I'll give £20 to the child who can tell me who was the most famous man who ever lived." 

An Irish boy put his hand up and said, "It was St. Patrick." 

The teacher said, "Sorry Paddy, that's not correct." 

Then a Scottish boy put his hand up and said, "It was St. Andrew." 

The teacher replied, "I'm sorry, Hamish, that's not right either. 

Finally, a Lohana boy raised his hand and said, "It was Jesus Christ." 

The teacher said, "That's absolutely right, Arjun, come up here and I'll give you the £20." 

As the teacher was giving Arjun his money, she said, "You know Arjun since you're a Lohana I was very surprised you said Jesus Christ." 

Arjun replied, "Yes, in my heart I knew it was Krishna, but Business is Business!" 

Its all about Balance…
Once upon a time in the Kingdom of Heaven, God went missing for six days. Eventually, Michael the archangel found him, resting on the seventh day. He inquired of God, "Where have you been?" God sighed a deep sigh of satisfaction and proudly pointed downwards through the clouds, "Look Michael, look what I've made." 

Archangel Michael looked puzzled and said, "What is it?" "It's a planet," replied God, "and I've put LIFE on it. I'm going to call it Earth and it's going to be a great place of balance." "Balance?" inquired Michael, still confused. God explained, pointing to different parts of Earth, "For example, Northern Europe will be a place of great opportunity and wealth while Southern Europe is going to be poor; the Middle East over there will be a hot spot. Over there I've placed a continent of white people and over there is a continent of black people," 
God continued, pointing to different countries. "This one will be extremely hot and arid while this one will be very cold and covered in ice." 

The Archangel, impressed by Gods work, then pointed to a large landmass in the top corner and asked, "What's that one?" 

"Ah," said God. "That's Canada, the most glorious place on Earth. There are beautiful mountains, lakes, rivers, streams and an exquisite coastline. The people from Canada are going to be modest, intelligent and humorous and they're going to be found traveling the world. They'll be extremely sociable, hard working and high achieving, and they will be known throughout the world as diplomats and carriers of peace. I'm also going to give them super-human, undefeatable ice hockey players who will be admired and feared by all who come across them." 

Michael gasped in wonder and admiration but then proclaimed. "What about balance, God? You said there would be BALANCE!"

God replied wisely. "Wait until you see the loud-mouths I'm putting next to them….!" 

Chalo Navratri Na Raas Ramiye
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Join us for an Evening of

RAAS   GARBA
Music by Jalaram Group
Friday, October 11, 2002
Garba from 7:30pm Onwards
Applewood Heights School

(Northwest corner of Tomken & Bloor)
945 Bloor Street East, Mississauga

**Please Bring your Dandias**

2002 LCA Graduate Recognition Program

(Honoring the Scholastic achievement of Our Youth)

CHOPDA POOJAN

This year the Chopda Poojan will be held on

Monday November 4th, 2002 at 6:30 PM sharp

Mississauga Ram Mandir

270 Export Boulevard

Mississauga, Ontario

905-696-8886

The Pooja will be conducted by Pundit Kishorebhai Jani.

Please register in advance by contacting:

Ashok Thakrar at 905-890-3189
 DIWALI 2002

LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION

LOHANA CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

PROUDLY PRESENTS

ANNUAL DIWALI DINNER, GRADUATE RECOGNITION & DANCE
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 2ND, 2002

6:00 PM SHARP AT

PAYAL BANQUET HALL

3410 SEMENYK COURT

MISSISSAUGA

905-281-8800
PROGRAM

	RECEPTION:
	6:00PM-7:45PM

	AWARDS CEREMONY:
	7:45PM

	YOUTH ITEMS:
	Surprise

	DINNER:
	8:30PM

	DANCING:
	9:30PM-1:00AM


TICKET PRICING

	$38.50 LCA PAID MEMBERS
	$55.00 LCA UNPAID MEMBERS/GUESTS

	$25.00 SENIORS
	$20.00 CHILDREN 12 & UNDER


   ***   PLEASE FAX THE ORDER FORM ON THE NEXT PAGE   ***       
DIWALI 2002
YOUR ORDER FORMS WILL BE ACCEPTED STARTING 

Wednesday, October 2, 2002
PLEASE FILL IN THIS FORM WITH DARK INK AND FAX TO SANJAY DEVANI AT 905-474-3128
NAME:

_________________________________________

TELEPHONE #: 
_________________________________________

EMAIL: 

_________________________________________


2002 LCA MEMBERSHIP PAID:   YES

*NO


*CAN WE CHARGE YOUR VISA $30/- FOR 2002 LCA MEMBERSHIP?  YES            NO 

Please note: We ONLY accept VISA cards! (NO other cards are accepted)

VISA CARD NUMBER: 

_______________________________________

VISA CARD EXPIRY DATE:
_______________________________________

CARDHOLDER NAME:

_______________________________________

SIGNATURE:


_______________________________________

NUMBER OF TICKETS REQUIRED:






# OF TKTS
     COST

TOTALS
2002 LCA PAID MEMBER
:
_________ 
@ $38.50 ea =

$_______

UNPAID MEMBER/GUEST:
_________ 
@ $55.00 ea =

$_______

SENIOR:



_________ 
@ $25.00 ea =

$_______

CHILDREN 12 & UNDER:

_________ 
@ $20.00 ea =

$_______

                            Sub-Total:
_________



$_______

2002 LCA MEMBERSHIP:

_________ 
@ $30.00 ea =

$_______
                                        Total Amount to be charged on your VISA card:  $_______
TICKETS TO BE GIVEN OUT AT NAVRATRI NIGHT ON OCT 11, 2002 AND BALANCE BY MAIL OR AT PAYAL WITH YOUR TABLE #’S
LOHANA CULTURAL ASSOCIATION OF CANADA


P.O.BOX 927, ADELAIDE POST STATION, TORONTO, ONTARIO M5C 2K3
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LCA EXECUTIVE


COMMITTEE:





PRESIDENT:


SUNIT RADIA


(905) 567-6941





V-PRESIDENT:


KAMLESH THAKRAR


(905) 568-4340





SECRETARY:


SANJAY DEVANI


(905) 828-8128





TREASURER:


KAJAL PALAN


(905) 755-9907





MEMBERS:


PARESH H MANEK


(905) 471-7450





JYOTI ONDHIA


(416) 493-0194





HEENA PALAN


(905) 755-9907





PARUL SUCHAK


(416) 598-7906





SACHIN SUCHAK


(416) 598-7906





MANISHA TANNA


(905) 881-9788





ASHOK THAKRAR


(905) 890-3189





PRIYA THAKRAR


(905) 624-8187





YOUTH PRESIDENT:


SHREENAL TANNA


(905) 430-1311





ANU ONDHIA


(416) 493-0194





AARTI RUPARELL


(905) 821-3390
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Please inform Kamlesh Thakrar at 905-568-4340 or via email @ ssthakrar@yahoo.com, if you or any of your family members or friends who have graduated this year. All the graduates will be presented with an Achievement plaque at the Lohana Diwali Dinner in November this year. 





Please note that this program is not for parents to come to the stage or the Graduate not being present. We will only recognize the graduates present.





The names of the graduates should be submitted by October 14th for logistical reasons. Note that names will not be accepted after this date (no exceptions will be made).
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