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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”

We thank the Community for giving us the opportunity to serve you in 2002. Performing to the best of our abilities, we are confident that we will meet your expectations. With your participation, we hope to address the following:

· Continue the positive spirit of our vibrant community. We are extremely active from youth events, to running Mandirs, to Bhajans, to Weddings, to Golf, to Card parties!

· Create a future vision of where our community should be. How do we remain a close-knit community in this vast North American land we call our HOME?

· Continue to invest in our children, as they are the future. We must invest in our youth from getting them together in cultural, fun, formal, and informal events, for the bond they create lasts a lifetime.

· Ensure a financially viable charitable  & cultural organization. It is extremely critical that all Lohanas from Life Members to Annual Members to Nonpaying members contribute financially to the well being of the community. Our Annual dues of only $30.00 a year for non-life members is very critical for the financial well being of the community. We are also encouraging all Life Members to contribute as well since we have only had 12 new Life Members since 1994!

· Continue to strengthen on programs that have worked well and introduce new programs that create more positive return to all. We want all Lohanas to support all the activities that are organized formally and informally. Keep the flame burning. Broader participation is the key way the community will keep on growing stronger and better.

· Encourage contributions to our newsletter. This newsletter is for ALL Lohanas.

· Our operations will be based on fundamental principles of Fairness and Integrity. It is the only way to run an organization. 

As your Executive Committee, we hold meetings monthly and our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any community member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

In conclusion, we wish all our members, all the very best for 2002.
Message from the President:

I would like to thank the community for electing me as your President for the Year 2002. I would like to share some of my thoughts and feelings with all of you.

First of all, this year’s committee is absolutely a wonderful group of folks. Over two thirds of the Board are new members. Most are young and dynamic. Most have served the community as youth volunteers in Mombasa, South London, Montreal, Nottingham, Dar-es-Salaam, Toronto, Ottawa, South Carolina, and Calgary. Everyone brings enormous talent and fresh new ideas for the well being of the community.

For the first time that I can recall, we have Priya Thakrar, who is Toronto born, serving on our Board. We are truly moving to the 2nd generation from taking our proud community to new heights. The Thakrar brothers Kamlesh and Ashok, always ready to serve the community. Paresh Manek ready to become your Editor and bring fresh new approaches to the newsletter. Jyoti Ondhia who just wants to serve! Sachin & Parul Suchak - newly married and already ready to take charge. Kajal & Heena Palan - another young couple that is eager - Kajal has already taken the helm as your Treasurer and doing a terrific job. Manisha Tanna, another newly married young lady is an extremely hard worker and just wants to get going. Shreenal Tanna - our youth leader- what can I say- she just wants to do “stuff”, and Sanjay Devani – Bwana - just do it! 

Lohanas, this is truly a new, young, and a dynamic team. We need your support in taking our community to great heights. It is always easy to be critical of ones shortcomings, but please look at the glass being half full and not half empty. At our AGM, I had brought up the important subject of Finances. We had a lively debate from the floor ranging from ideas such as:

1) Do not send newsletters to non paying members

2) Right down names of paid members in our newsletters.

3) Life members must start contributing on an annual basis

4) Life membership is an outdated concept

5) Increase yearly rates

6) Take life membership to $1500.00

7) Drop membership to $10.00

8) Young professionals must pay their dues

Bottom line, our current structure will NOT allow us to remain financially in the black. We only get about 50 Annual memberships, Life membership funds are in restricted accounts and cannot be used for annual expenses, over half of our Lohana families do not pay any dues. We manage to stay afloat with generous donations from a few individuals and events such as Diwali that makes money for our Community. Please pay your dues and contribute to the well being of YOUR COMMUNITY!

A sub committee of folks is looking into the best way to make sure we remain financially viable and will come back to the community with new proposals. Please forward any ideas you may have to any Board member.

Finally, let us have fun and engage in activities that foster our unique pride and Lohana heritage. All of us are immensely proud of who we are and let us support one another in good times and not so good times. Looking forward to a great year!

Sunit Radia, 

President LCA/LCF.
Report from the Youth Committee

Dear Youth,

The youth had their Loscars Night that turned out to be a huge amount of FUN and CLASS. The place was superb; sit down dinner, great dessert and awesome dancing. Turnout by the youth was a disappointment and at the last minute a few families ended up making the evening a success. We tried to get as many as we could in the space of 12 hours but even fewer youth turnout made it a small loss event.

Shreenal Tanna ( 

Article from Asian Voice, UK.

On February 3rd, 2002, a brand new community building, constructed at a cost of 30 million rupees, was officially opened in Porbandar, Gujarat ~ the birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi. The Inauguration Ceremony was conducted amongst many priests, including Rameshbhai Oza.

The Valimaa Lohana Mahajan Wadi, located in the Chhaya area of Porbandar had attracted many overseas guests ~ UK: Dr. BT Kotecha, Khodidasbhai Dhamecha, Nimuben Kotecha, Dhanjibhai Tanna; Canada: Prabhudasbhai Radia; and Kenya: Naranbhai Bhagani.

This venture follows a string of other community and academic institutions established in and around Porbandar over the past decade. 

Behind all this lies the absolute dedication of Mohanbhai and Vijyaben Kotecha of Porbandar. Erected in remembrance of his late mother, Valimaa, this new building will cater to the local Lohana community by providing an array of useful facilities. Mohanbhai and Vijyaben have in their names built a nursery and primary school, an IT center, a girl's school, prayer hall, and various community halls.

2002 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2002 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership Dues is $30.00
L O H A N A    M I S S I O N ~ a poem by Lalit Kanabar
 

                                      Lohanas had a grand vision
                                          And for a very good reason
                                          And what a glorious season
                                          It would have been -
                                          If we had an Adhivation.
 

                                          What a mission -
                                          Is our Adhivation
                                          Where thousands Lohanas meet
                                          Where thousands each other greet
                                          Joy and happiness, what a treat
                                          Lets not now retreat
                                          It is more than congregation
                                          It is for our future's inspiration.
                                             
                                          Let there be no mistake
                                          We all have, in this, a stake
                                          Lohanas' survival is at stake
                                          If no action now we take.
  
                                          Now this is the task that remains undone
                                          Lets free us from what is mundane
                                          Lets change our thought and tone
                                          And do something that can really be done.
                                           
                                          Organizers may come under attack
                                          But they're not an ordinary pack
                                          They work hard for Lohanas' sake
                                          Nobody said it was a piece of cake.
 

                                          Lets support our organizers and organization
                                          Because worthy cause is Adhivation
                                          Which gives Lohanas a glorious vision
                                          Gives our lives to live for a reason.
 

 
                                           Lohanas have a vision
                                           And for a very good reason
                                           And what a glorious season it will be 
                                           Where all Lohanas together will be
                                           And say  -
                                           This is our Adhivation
                                           This is our coalition
                                            For our continuity
                                            For our perpetuity
                                            This is the place to be
                                            This is where we all will be.
Where do Lohana's come from? (by Bimal Kantaria)

I am a Lohana and as a child, had some passing interest in the subject. When I would ask the elders I was told they were not the "native" people of Saurastra. They were the "immigrants" who had arrived in Saurastra/Kutch around the 11th or the 12th Century; or that they were generally to say "from somewhere North". Occasionally someone would mention the name Veer Jasraj Dada. My mother occasionally would do a "Diva" in his memory. When I was very young I went through a "Janoi" wearing ceremony. I asked the priest "Why do other Gujaratis (except Brahmins) not wear a "Janoi"? "Oh, Shatriyas wear this. It is to honour Jasraj Dada"

The parents of the Ismaili friends would sometimes say " Ame bi Lohana Hata". The passing interest, over a period of time, had become curiosity. I had been pointed to several articles in various Raghuvansi or Lohana periodicals over a period of time. While on a visit to Saurastra, about three years ago, I was presented a newly published second edition) book called "Lohrana", written in Gujarati by Harubhai Thakker. It appears to be well researched with many references and is a highly informative book. This is a summary of what I have gleaned from various bits of information I have come across over the years. I stand to be corrected. I would also appreciate any other information and references.

Raghuvansis or people of Raghukul dynasty inhabited an area called "Lohar Pradesh" before the 10th or the 11th Century. Lohar Pradesh covered large segments of what is today known as Afghanistan, Pakistan, Kashmir and the Hindu Kush region.The people were Khatriyas (Shatriyas) warriors. There were about 24 provinces in the Lohar Pradesh and the people were called Lohranas. (Loh= iron, ranas=soldiers,warrior).They being in the northwest frontline, were seen by the other rulers (there were many) in India as their protectors from the invading Turks and the other land invaders. Around the 11th Century when the then Lohar Pradesh supremo Veer Jasraj Dada had invited the other provincial Leaders/Rulers to a wedding in "Loh Kot" an opportunistic invasion was launched by the Turks. Some provinces were lost to the invaders.Veer Dada Jasraj died in a fierce final battle in the Hindu Kush region (Loh Gat)?

As the Lohar Pradesh started to disintegrate and the invading armies imposed their will, mass emigration of Hindu Lohars followed. They (Unalkats, Sachdevs, Kotaks, Chandaranas, Majithias et el) went to Saurastra, Kutch, Punjab and some went even as far as Siam (Thailand).

In Saurastra and Kutch most joined the armies of the local rulers as soldiers, administrators and some went in the commerce and the trade.

They were still known as Lohranas. Over a period of time they began to assimilate and adopt the "local" way of life. The Lohranas became Lohanas and even Luvanas. The Lohanas had also started to distinguish among themselves by generally taking on, as their surname, the name of the region or their Leader in Lohar Pradesh i.e Unalkats (from the place Unolkat). They had brought and kept many Lohar traditions with them. In Saurastra and Kutch these traditions have died or are moribund e.g. wearing a (big) pagdi, janoi (wearing a string on their bodypart) or at least wearing a moustache when one had become an adult (sign of "Merdangi" ~ manhood).

The Lohranas (Aroras, Sonpal, Majithias, Budhbhattis, Chandaranas et el) who had immigrated to Punjab felt slighted and grieved by the treatment and the position they found themselves in their new environment. So they conquered some land and established their own rule over it. The founder of the Sikh religion was born here. His father was a Lohrana named Kalidas Chandarana. Guru Nanak Devji took the name of Bedi as his family name later.

Kotak Loharanas went to Siam and Saurastra. Kotak appears as a name of a King in Siamese history. Sodhas went to Sind and Saurastra. Today one finds "Sodha" a Sindhi or a Gujarati Lohana name; Sachdevs in Punjab and in Saurastra; Thobhanis are Khojas and Lohanas.

During the Moghal (Mughal!) period and even very much later many Lohanas adopted the Islamic faith to either avoid persecution or for personal reasons. They were called Khojas (Kwahjas in Turkey) in Saurastra and Punjab. Memons in Kutch (Cutch).

It would then appear that the Gujarati Lohanas, the Khojas, the Memons, the Lohar Sikhs and even the Vajiri Pakhtuns are of the same "stock". Peas from the same pod so to speak. (If there is any student or a scientist searching for a subject for dissertation or genetic finger printing then this is the one I would suggest).

Sadly the pod is being "shelled" again. Something akin to what happened almost a thousand years ago is happening again ~ the mass emigration of the children, the women and the men, to avoid persecution and invasion, to seek sanctuary elsewhere from their own land.

From memory Jinnah was known as Jinabhai son of Punjabhai Lohana (in Bhanvad?). I met an old man in Bhanvad many years ago that had told me this. He said his father or grandfather had played "gilidanda" with him. True or false I would not know. Also, as a matter of interest, Lohana Jinabhai (another) became Swami Gnanjivandas then became Yogiji Maharaj, leader of the Swaminarayan Faith.

Those Lohanas who were converted to Islam are known as Khojas. Many of them retain their Hindu names. The most celebrated among them was the creator of Pakistan, Mohammed Ali Zinnah, whose father's name was Jinabhai Thakkar.

A few other names of the long list are Shri Guru Nanak, Saint Jalaram, Saint Lal Bapu, Yogiji Maharaj, Bhikshu Akhand Anand, Maharishi Priyanath, Thakkar Bapa, Shree Nanjibhai Kalidas Mehta, Seth Shree Virjibhai Maskai, Madhvanis, Vajubhai Kotak, Smarat Ranmal Lakha, Dada Jashraj."

As I have said earlier I stand to be corrected as the information is old and as well as new read over a period of time.I would strongly recommend "Lohrana" by Harubhai Thakker.It is written in Gujarati Gujarati as opposed to East African Gujarati. A Gujarati/English dictionary is also recommended as an "aid".

Also if I extend it would then appear that..... then Sunera Thobhani's ancestorial homeland is again in the turmoil of the "war".

I ask myself: the past, now the present, what does the future hold?
Announcements

Weddings ~ Congratulations to:

· Jitendra, son of (late) Champaklalbhai and Nirmalaben Ghelani (Ottawa, ON) and Jyoti, daughter of Navratlalbhai and Manjulaben Ruparel (San Jose, CA). They were married on Dec 9th, 2001.
· Congratulations and Best Wishes to Shretan (son of Kokila & Chandrakant Sachdev) and Brenda (daughter of Janet & Gary Carr), who were married on Sunday October 28, 2001. Letters of Blessings & Congratulations were received from His Divine Holiness, Pramukh Swami Maharaj and Lohana Mahaparishad, India. 
Births ~ Congratulations to Proud Parents:

· Amit & Rashna Chotai, baby boy Dylan, born in November 2001.

· Chetan & Dimpal Ruparelia, baby girl Heral, born on December 4th 2001.
Condolences:

· Kokila & Chandrakant Sachdev would like to thank all Lohana Community members for condolences on the demise of Kokila’s brother, Muljibhai Raichada, who passed away peacefully in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania on October 27, 2001. May his soul rest in peace. Jai Swami Narayan. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …
· Babubhai Gokaldas Ghelani (Wembley, U.K.), originally of Mbale, Uganda, brother of Gulabbhai Ghelani (Ottawa, ON), passed away on December 27, 2001 at the age of 83. May his soul rest in peace. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …

· Purshottambhai Kanabar (Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania), passed away on January 10, 2002, at the age of 92; loving father to Shashikantbhai Kanabar (Dar-es-Salaam) and Lalitbhai Kanabar (Toronto, ON). May his soul rest in peace. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …

· Maganlal V. Hathi (East Amherst – Buffalo – NY), loving husband to Manjulaben, father of Kaushik (Freemont, CA), Hitesh (Boston, MA), and Pragna (Buffalo, NY); brother of Jayantilal (Fredericton, NB), Shantaben and Savitaben (Leicester, UK); and grandfather of Sejal, Anna, and Aiden; passed away peacefully on February 8, 2002, at the age of 69. May his soul rest in peace. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …
· Vajiben Kanjibhai Raichura (mother of Sushiben Modi), of Kisumu, Kenya, passed away in Leicester, U.K. on February 25, 2002, at the age of 90. Sushi & Raj Modi would like to thank everybody who attended the prayers at the Ram Mandir on March 17, 2002. May her soul rest in peace. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …
Messages for the community:

· Congratulations to Rommel, son of Pragjibhai and Mrudulaben Hindocha (Scarborough, ON) on graduating with distinction as Doctor of Chiropractic, December 2001.

· In order to save costs for storage of costumes, the Executive Committee is requesting if any Lohana family would like to volunteer storing /renting the costumes out of their homes. The community is willing to pay up to $600/year.  Please contact Sunit Radia.

Address Updates/Changes:

Blanked out due to Privacy issues

ACTIVITIES PLANNED for 2002 ~ please mark your calendars

The following activities have been planned for the year 2002, along with their tentative dates. Please feel free to contact any of the Committee members for any additional information.

· Golf Day ~ Saturday, June 22, 2002. Venue TBD.

· Summer Picnic ~ Sunday, July 28, 2002. Venue TBD

· Navratri Garbas ~ Sunday October 13, 2002 (long weekend), OR Saturday, October 19, 2002. Venue TBD

· Diwali Dinner ~ Saturday, November 2, 2002 at Payaal Banquet Hall.
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