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Report from the Executive Committee

“BE PROUD, BE LOHANA”

· Three months have gone by since our first newsletter was published. Our community continues to remain vibrant with bhajans, engagements, and individual accomplishments across different societies and communities.

· Our 3rd Annual Golf Tournament followed by dinner and music party took place on Saturday June 15, 2002.  This event will be remembered as a day of superb Golf, delicious food and a fantastic Music Party.

· We have had to unfortunately cancel our kids’ Variety Show this year as it became practically impossible to book the appropriate facilities. The demand for Theatres and planning frankly requires a 12-month window, to pull it through for a well executed and a classy performance. We are working to book facilities for May 2003, now that we know what it takes to organize an event of this magnitude and caliber.

· We hope that our next 2 events will still be fun for all particularly our kids. Our summer picnic is on Sunday July 28, 2002 and to ensure our kids continue to have fun, we are organizing a day at Canada’s Wonderland on Saturday Aug 24, 2002. Please see the details in the next few pages.

· Our website (www.lohana.ca) should be up and running very shortly. We will start posting all information and events on it very soon. Please keep on checking the website.

· The Board of Directors has had four meetings to date and have made the following observations:

1) Booking facilities- from Mandirs, to School Halls, to Theatres, to Campsites, to Banquet Halls has become an incredibly tough task. Timing- lead times have become horrendous i.e. 12-18 months booking required to get the right facility at the right price.

2) Choice- our community has choices to make and frankly, Lohana events are not always the #1 choice, as options exist for all to choose from so many other events and commitments. It makes organizing events quite tricky and causes us to be very selective. We will thus focus on not doing too many events as without upfront commitment, it makes it very difficult to run numerous programs.

3) Financially- we need annual dues from over 300 families out there. We are thankful to quite a few of you who continue to donate resources both financially, and with time. We continue to arm-twist a few of you to keep on supporting us and for that, we are very thankful.

Fellow Lohanas, and members, have a great summer, enjoy it, looking forward to seeing everyone at our summer picnic and of course at weddings and bhajans, be safe.

As your Executive Committee, we hold meetings monthly and our meetings are held in an open, honest manner. Any community member is more than welcome to attend these meetings. Please contact any one of us. 

Message from the Youth Committee

Dear Youth,

Plans are underway for a fun filled trip to Canada’s Wonderland on Saturday, August 24, 2002. The normal price is $50.84. In order to qualify for the discounted group rate ($29.00 per person) we must have minimum of 15 persons going. A combined single payment MUST be made 2 weeks prior to Admission Day. Should you need additional details, please contact our Committee member Manisha Tanna or myself.

Shreenal Tanna ( 

3RD Annual Lohana Charity Golf Tournament Results

Saturday June 15, 2002 was indeed a memorable day of exciting Golf and a wonderful evening of music and good food. The weather was going to be nasty with rain and thunderstorms. Fortunately, the rain did not materialize until our game was over. This year’s Golf tournament took place at the Osprey Valley Resorts in Caledon. A total of 52 golfers played and we are happy so say that this is the third year in a row that we continue to have so many golfers joining us.

The day started with registration, where all the golfers received Golf shirts and Golf hats courtesy of sponsors Silver Group of Hotels and Kalson Group Ltd. Breakfast was truly in Gujarati flavor with delicious Jalebi and Gathia provided by Jasuben from Kalas Kitchen. Drinks from Rubicon went down very well with it. Golfers were truly impressed with the lunch when volunteers Hina, Neena, Kajal, and Vipin were on hand to serve Green Chutney sandwiches, Kachoris, Dhokra, Rubicon chilled beverages, Baklava. Jasuben thank you indeed. 

Once the Golf was over, 170 Lohanas and guests made their way to Sangam Banquet Hall for the evening. Once the appetizers were over, the presentation ceremony began. Yasuben Karia and Gitaben Lakhani gave out the prizes on behalf of the Community. 

…and the winners were:

	Longest Putt
	Madhu Lakhani

	Low Gross
	Vini Patel

	Low Net
	Mayank Kanani

	Honest Golfer
	Sanjay Nathwani

	Longest Drive
	Anil Shah

	Closest to the Pin
	Sailesh Patel

	2nd Low Net
	Naman Budhdev

	3rd Low Net
	Nan Patel

	2nd Low Gross
	Mehul

	Youngest Golfer
	Ashish Nathwani

	Best Female Player
	Shivani Ruparell


A sumptuous dinner was served and as the dinner was under progress, Sneha Radia and Bharat Lakhani with their Music group started the evening with awesome tunes. The crowd was very delighted with the choice of songs and the sound system was amazing. We found new talent in our own Mukeshbhai Lakhani from Rubicon who also has a superb voice. An evening that was supposed to finish at 12.30 am ended at 2.00am. Folks sure had fun. 

This event would not have been possible if it were not for the generosity of the following sponsors. We have raised funds from these sponsors for charity and will announce the recipients in the next newsletter.

On behalf of the Community, the Board thanks the following donors:

	Royal Bank of Canada
	Nitin Chandarana
	Ontario Mazda

	Silver Group of Hotels
	Jagdish Chandarana
	Huntington Travel

	Kalson Group Ltd
	Dilip Radia
	Ni-Met Resources

	Gordon William Corporation
	Paresh Raja & friends
	Sash Marketing

	Six Continents Holiday Group
	Aash Karia & friends
	Colliers Realty

	Northampton Group
	Raj Tanna
	Rameshbhai Chotai

	Rubicon Ltd
	Dr. Vipin Mithia
	

	Kalas Kitchen
	Dr. Terry Papneja
	


Our thanks go to our key organizers and hosts for this event, Mr. Deepakbhai Ruparell, Sunitbhai Radia, Kamleshbhai Thakrar, Osprey Valley Resorts, Sangam Restaurant, and Snehaben Radia.

Our biggest thanks go to all the golfers and all the folks who joined us for the dinner and music party.

Triple Filter Test
People often wonder why some people have such great friends and manage to keep them. If you manage to apply the following in your life, the same could work for you:

In ancient Greece, Socrates was reputed to hold knowledge in high esteem.

One day an acquaintance met the great philosopher and said, "Do you know what I just heard about your friend?"

"Hold on a minute," Socrates replied. "Before telling me anything I'd like you to pass a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test."

"Triple Filter Test?"

"That's right," Socrates continued. "Before you talk to me about my friend, it might be a good idea to take a moment and filter what you're going to say. That is why I call it the Triple Filter Test. The first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?"

"No," the man said, "actually I just heard about it and..."

"All right," said Socrates. "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now let us try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about my friend something good?"

"No, on the contrary..."

"So," Socrates continued, "you want to tell me something bad about him, but you're not certain it's true. You may still pass the test though, because there is one filter left: the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about my friend going to be useful to me?"

"No, not really."

"Well," concluded Socrates, "if what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor even useful, why tell it to me at all?"

This is why Socrates was a great philosopher & held in such high esteem.  If we are able to protect our friends and those we love in this manner, we cannot be influenced by outsiders in having bad notions about them.

Author ~ unknown. (Submitted by Sneha Radia ~ Toronto, Ontario)

Children are so Precious

Even for those who do not have children, these are some good examples to follow, i.e. for nephews, nieces, etc.

1. Take time to listen to your children. Consider their point of view and respect it.

2. Focus on your children's good qualities and praise them.

3. Encourage individual differences between your children; point out each child's special talents. Do not compare your child to others.

4. Hug your children even when they have done something wrong.  Hugs help chase the little hurts away.

5. Read together. Even older kids enjoy hearing a good story.

6. Praise your children for all the good things they do today and every day. Recognize effort and improvement with a kind word.

7. Say, "I love you" to your kids every day. You can never tell your children you love them too many times.

8. Remember to love your children just as they are.

9. Encourage your children to participate in family discussions.

10. Talk over problems; it makes them easier to handle.

11. Be open and honest about your feelings; your kids will learn these qualities from you.

12. Follow through on your promises. When you cannot, explain why.

13. Apologize when you are wrong. Parents do not have to be perfect.

14. Respect your children and their needs. Children will learn respect if you treat them with respect.

15. Listen to your children laugh- and laugh with them.

Submitted by Nisha Kotecha (New Jersey, USA)

2002 Annual Membership – A Friendly Reminder

Your 2002 membership fee is now due.  To ensure you continue to receive the Samaj Newsletter, Auto-Dialer messages and other membership advantages, please mail your membership dues – check payable to Lohana Cultural Association, P. O. Box 927, Adelaide Post Office, Toronto, Ontario, M5C 2K3.

Annual Membership Dues is $30.00
Announcements

Weddings ~ Congratulations to:

· Anish ~ son of (late) Chandrakant & Dinta Sachdev (Toronto, Ontario) and Dimple ~ daughter of Mahendra & Saroj Lakhani (Toronto, Ontario) ~ who were married on Saturday June 1, 2002.

· Shilpi, daughter of Raj and Rama Somaya (Toronto, Ontario) married to Anand, son of Dr. and Mrs. Ram and Connie Gowda (Chicago, Illinois) on April 20/2002 in San Francisco, California.

Births ~ Congratulations to Proud Parents:

· Ria Samani, sister to Rikan Samani, was born on May 11, 2002. Proud parents are Nandish & Sajel Samani.

Messages for the community:

· Congratulations to Shreyshree, daughter of Navranglalbhai & Mridulaben Raja of Niagara Falls, on the completion of her Master of Education degree. Shreyshree completed her degree with first class honors.
· Chandulal & Shobhna Sodha are pleased to announce the graduation of their son Chirag from McMaster University in Hamilton completing an Honours B.A. in Economics (Spec.) in April 2002.

· Congratulations to Sejal Thakrar for finishing third overall in the Erin Mills Junior Badminton Club in the girls division for the year 2001/2002.

· Congratulations to Aarti Ruparell for winning the Bronze medal in the singles as well as the mixed doubles events at the Ontario provincial senior badminton championship held in April 2002.

· Congratulations to Seema Madhvani, daughter of Shakuntlaben and Dhirubhai (Nandlal) and granddaughter of Narmadaben Damodarbhai Madhvani of Markham, Ontario, upon successful completion of Doctor of Medicine (MD) program at University of Western Ontario, London in May 2002.

· Congratulations to Dr. Vipin Mithia for his appointment to the Board of Directors for Ontario Dental Association. Vipinbhai has served in the General Council of ODA as a Governor and Councilor. He was also the past President of the Halton Peel Dental Association.

· Sureshbhai Thakrar's 30 years with RBC recently got celebrated in magnificent style and recognition by the bank and the community at large. The bank honored his work at RBC for the last 30 years as well as his contribution to Canada. Deputy Premier of Ontario, Federal and Provincial Ministers, Senators, Community leaders, business folks, family, banking Industry Executives, and friends all attended the event. It was truly an evening to remember as Sureshbhai's contribution from raising our Asian community profile in the Canadian Economy and Society was highlighted by all key speakers. Raising funds for the recent Gujarat Earthquake, pioneered the Indian heritage room at the Royal Ontario Museum, the list is endless. Lohana Mahaparishad message from India with a beautiful plaque was also presented by our President, Sunit Radia to Sureshbhai. Congratulations.

· Deepakbhai Ruparell was recently appointed to the Board of Directors representing Canada for the American Indian Hoteliers Association.  Indeed, another honor for the Lohana Community. Congratulations.

· Congratulations to Jigna Davda daughter of Jyotsna & Jayanti Davda of Mississauga who obtained the degree of Bachelor of Commerce with Honours in Finance and Marketing, University of Ottawa.

· In order to save costs for storage of costumes, the Executive Committee is requesting if any Lohana family would like to volunteer storing /renting the costumes out of their homes. The community is willing to pay up to $600/year. 

Condolences:

· Gordhandas Ravji Thakrar (London, UK) ~ loving and beloved Bapuji to Suresh, Ashok & Kamlesh (Mississauga, Ontario), Kirit (Winnipeg, Manitoba), Jaswanti Hindocha (London, UK), Nisha Kotecha (New Jersey, USA) and Surbhi Rajdev (Peterborough, Ontario) -- passed away peacefully and with great dignity on June 18, 2002, in his 81st year, in the presence of all his seven children at his side.

      He was a loving and a dear father-in-law to Urmila, Nita, Bhawna & Priti Thakrar,

      Narottamdas Hindocha, Sunilkumar Kotecha and Dr. Jitukumar Rajdev.

      He was also cherished Dada to Amar, Amit, Anjali, Sejal, Shreeya, Shameel & Shain; and 

      cherished Nana to Shamir, Sheena, Rakesh, Prag and Nikhil.

      The Thakrar, Hindocha, Kotecha and Rajdev families would like to express their deep 

      appreciation to everyone that sent in their messages of condolences from throughout the 

      world and gave their support during this time of sorrow. The Thakrar family would also like

      to thank everyone who attended the multi-faith prayers and celebration of their Bapuji’s life 

      at the Mississauga Ram Mandir on July 4, 2002. May his soul rest in peace. Om Shanti,

      Shanti, Shanti … 

· Rahul, son of Sunil & Karla Ghelani, and grandson of Gulabbhai & Naliniben Ghelani, playfully went into the lap of God on 25 March 2002 at a tender of age of 3 years. The Ghelani, Bharkhada, and Pancholi families thank everyone that provided their support, and sent messages of condolence during this time of sorrow. Rahul was a cherished son to Sunil and Karla, and a caring big brother to little Sasha. Sleep well "Little Tarzan". May his soul rest in peace. OM Shanti, Shanti, Shanti …

· Premchandbhai Shankarlal Pujara, father of Shakuntalaben Dhirubhai Madhvani passed away in Baroda, India on January 19, 2002 at the age of 79. May his soul rest in peace. OM Shanti, Shanti, Shanti.

· Mr. Karsandas Purshottam Thakrar, a long time resident of Leicester, UK met with a sudden death on December 16, 2001.  His wife, Mrs. Devkurben Karsandas Thakrar, 4 sons and 4 daughters, 16 grandchildren and 2 great-grand children, survives him.

Karsandasbhai was born in Khambhodar, India on June 10, 1922.  At a young age of six, he moved to East Africa with his parents, established life, initially in Kenya for a very short period, and then settled down in Uganda.  At a delicate age of 12, he lost his father and at the age of 14, he quit school to support the family.

A self-made man, he established a very successful business in Uganda.  From the very beginning, Karsandasbhai was always involved in our community affairs and was ever ready and willing to help those in need.

After moving to UK in 1972, our community played even a bigger role in his life.  He served our community in various capacities – President of Lohana Mahajan, Leicester, Vice President in the Sanatan Mandir, member of the executive committee in the Ram Mandir, Leicester.  He was instrumental in establishing the first Lohana Community directory in Leicester as well as a force in establishing the community directory throughout UK.  Karsandasbhai however will be most remembered for his self-less service to so many individuals who found themselves in desperate situations due to finance, family, immigration and many other circumstances.  He was always there to give a helping hand, guidance and support to anyone in need.  He touched so many individual lives that will never forget the love and kindness he had shown towards them.

Our community has lost a great leader and a servant.  His death has left a void in our community that will be difficult to fill.  We all pray to the almighty to bless his soul with an eternal peace and to give strength to all the members of his family during this most difficult period in their lives.

Vinodbhai & Narendra Thakrar (Montreal, Quebec)

· Jyotsna & Jayanti Davda would like to thank all Lohana Community members and friends for Condolence on the demise of Jyotsna's sister Hansaben Ghelani, who passed away in Pondicherry (India) on 5th June 2002. May her soul rest in peace. Jay Shree Krishna. Om Shanti, Shanti, Shanti.

Address Updates/Changes:

	Blanked out due to Privacy issues
	

	
	

	
	


ACTIVITIES PLANNED for 2002 ~ please mark your calendars

The following activities have been planned for the year 2002, along with their tentative dates. Please feel free to contact any of the Committee members for any additional information.

· Summer Picnic ~ Sunday, July 28, 2002 at Bruce Mill’s Conservation Area

· Canada’s Wonderland ~ Saturday, August 24, 2002
· Navratri Garbas ~ Sunday October 13, 2002 (long weekend), OR Saturday, October 19, 2002. Venue TBD

· Diwali Dinner ~ Saturday, November 2, 2002 at Payaal Banquet Hall.

Summer Picnic

When: Sunday, July 28, 2002
Where: Bruce's Mill Conservation Area
(404 north, exit Stouffville Road; go east for 3km; entrance on your right)

Picnic Site: Mill View

Time: 10.00am onwards
'Jalebi/Gathia will be served at 10.00am'

LCA will provide watermelons, sweet corn and 'masala~chai'.

Games for the kids and adults.

Lunch will be Pot Luck.

Please attend with your families and friends and make this a successful event.

For further details contact any Committee Member
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