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REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE:

The year 2002 is coming to an end and we are preparing for our Annual General meeting for Saturday Jan 18, 2003. Please mark this in your calendars. As we had done in Jan 2002, we want the AGM to be another get together for our strong and proud community. Your Board of Directors and volunteers are planning a mouth-watering dinner and another amazing Antakshari musical program.

This has been a fabulous year for us in the Board and we hope for the Community as well. Our community has had a huge success from every element that one can think of. The support of encouragement from all of you has been so overwhelming, that frankly most of the Board has agreed to continue serving the community for another year. The participation rate at most of the community events has truly been outstanding, and this has led to all the events being thoroughly enjoyable and lively.

We started the year with the AGM that had an evening of Antakshri that was awesome. The AGM was followed by the Loscars event organized by our youth and although a lower turnout than expected, it was a classy and fun event. It was wonderful to see our youth in formal evening outfits and totally enjoying themselves. We followed the Loscar event with our 3rd Annual Golf Tournament followed by a sumptuous dinner and a music party that went on till 2.00am!!  The summer picnic was another awesome hit this year and weather cooperated with us nicely. It was a great day of fun and frolic. After the summer picnic, we organized our first Canada’s Wonderland day and again some folks did not want to leave the park even after it had closed.

The summer of 2002 also had the most weddings and our best to all the newlyweds. The year also saw continuous Bhajans at various Hindu temples sponsored by Lohana families. The fall started with the Navratri night that saw over 300 Lohanas and their friends totally enjoy the evening. One night of Garba for Lohanas and their friends seems to work out very nicely. Everyone truly enjoyed the music and playing Gaarba and Raas.

Diwali Dinner followed on Nov 2nd and frankly was one of the best evenings in many many years. First the support by the community was totally overwhelming. We had over 800 Lohanas and their friends attend the evening. The evening started with a reception that was relaxed, full of hugs and happy diwali to all, yummy appetizers. The evening’s entertainment started with our MC, Priya Thakrar, taking the stage, and getting things in motion. Our youth sang the National Anthems of Canada and India, our President Sunit Radia followed with a few inspirational words. We then asked our Graduates to come forward and be recognized. This was the 4th Year that we recognized our graduates and this was truly a record- 20 Graduates in all. The Graduates received wonderful gifts and a plaque and the Board thanks the donors. Congratulations. 

We then had Ms. Snehaben Radia announce outstanding Lohana volunteers. These are folks who serve the community out of their hearts and have genuine pleasure in helping the community be vibrant. It was totally fitting to see all the recipients get standing ovations. This years award winners were:

1- Yogeshbhai Chandarana & Asiaben Chandarana.

2- Dipakbhai Dhrona and Sangitaben Dhrona.

3- Jasuben Somani and Babubhai Somani

4- Jashwantbhai Saujani and Sudhaben Saujani.

5- Prasannaben Tanna and Bhavneshbhai Tanna.

The Board of Directors bestowed a special Lohana Of the Year award to Mrs. Arunaben Paun for her outstanding dedication to the Lohana and Hindu Community in general.

Our President, Sunitbhai, who had to stop as the community stood up in a thunderous applause for a lady who has touched so many hearts over the last 30 years, highlighted Arunaben’s accomplishments to the community in an emotional speech. Arunaben could not attend the ceremony, but it was the most heart-warming part of the evening.

The Board also thanked Sneha Radia with an “Om” frame as well as Kuldip and Gurpreet from Payal Banquets Hall for their outstanding service and friendship to the Lohana Community.

After all the awards, the 50 or so Lohana youth had a fantastic dance performance for 22 minutes. Our young Lohana boys and girls and their friends had practiced for over a month and it was a sheer delight to see them perform. They were just perfect and their outfits were dazzling. The big screen projectors made sure that everyone got a terrific view. The Board thanks Shreenal Tanna; Aarti Ruparell and Manisha Tanna for putting this fabulous show together. We also thank Hindu Mandir and Sanatan Mandir for allowing us to use their facilities for practices.

Navinbhai Majithia and family have to be thanked for Navinbhai always recognizes the Board of Directors with a small appreciation gift and we are honored. Dinner was then served, followed by the tunes of DJ Mistry. Mouth watering desserts, pastries, and fresh fruit made sure Lohanas were very well fed. 

At midnight, a youth volunteer group from Kenya, “Nubeat”, entertained us. This group of young International dancers who volunteer to help the needy in Kenya put a show that left everyone totally amazed. These were American/Thai, French, Australian youths who were dancing and singing to the latest Indian music as well singing Swahili songs. Wow!!!! 

The community opened their hearts and their wallets and we raised over $7,000 dollars to help their cause. This was the highest donation by any group in their short stay in Canada. Lohanas, you truly are an amazing group. Thank you for your generosity. 

The evening ended at almost 2.30am in the morning and wow, what an evening. This will clearly be an evening that will be remembered for years to come.

After Diwali, Chopda Poojan on Monday was another great success. The Ram Mandir Hall was filled to capacity and everyone had the opportunity to greet all and mingle. Thanks to Panditji Sharma for making the Ram Mandir available to us.

At our last AGM we had discussed the issue of our financial affairs and there was general consent that we have to change our approaches to make our community much stronger on a financial footing. The Board is introducing a Resolution that encompasses these recommended changes for the long-term benefit of the Community. An agenda item is also included for January 18,2003.  

At the AGM, we are planning a great evening with a dinner and an Antakshri program. This will be another terrific evening and your support in two ways will be most appreciated.

1- Please attend the evening.

2- We are asking for generous donations, as the cost per person is $8.00 per head. 

Finally, the Board wishes to thank the Community for a wonderful year, delightful experience, and unfailing support. We are very pleased to announce that Sunit Radia, our current President, has agreed to continue for a 2nd term as President if the community so wishes. As we are a democratic body, anyone else wishing to hold the position of President, is kindly asked to send in his or her nomination to the General Secretary, Sanjaybhai Devani. 

Wishing you all a Safe and Enjoyable Holiday season, and a very Happy New Year.

Board of Directors.
Messages for the Community…

· The long awaited launch of www.mylohana.com is now a reality! Please take a few minutes to browse through the site, keeping in mind that this is still “under construction”. Kindly direct all your feedback/suggestions to Kamlesh Thakrar at ssthakrar@yahoo.com
Announcements

LCA Graduates - 2002

	Sapna Bhansali
	Niece of Rajni & Sarla Kotecha of Owen Sound
	Masters in Micro Biology - U.F.T. Toronto.

	Risha Bhayani 
	Daughter of Suresh and Mradula Bhayani of Thornhill
	Bachelor of Commerce, Majored in Accounting - Ryerson University

	Jigna Davda
	Daughter of Jayanti and Jyotsna Davda of Mississauga
	Bachelors of Commerce (Marketing and Finance) - University of Ottawa

	Neel Ghelani
	Son of Chandrika and 

Jashubhai Ghelani of Thornhill
	BA in Social Sciences from the University of Western Ontario

	Rommel Hindocha
	Son of Pragji & Mrudula Hindocha of  Scarborough,Ont,
	Doctor of Chiropractic from Life Chiropractic College West San Francisco

	Shalini Jobanputra
	Daughter of Pratap & Aruna Jobanputra of Kitchener
	Bachelor of Commerce in Marketing Management – Ryerson University

	Ravi Kanani
	Son of Dr. Subodh & Amita Kanani of Mississauga
	B.Sc in Computer Engineering - University of Waterloo

	Sonia Kanani
	Daughter of Prakash and Raju Badiani of Richmond Hill
	BSC (Waterloo) and B. Ed (Queens-Kingston)

	Aarti Kotecha
	Daughter of Sudha and Kishore Kotecha of Mississauga
	BA in Sociology & Certificate in Human Resources Management - York University

	Reena Kotecha
	Daughter of Anil & Bharti Kotecha, of Pickering
	B.A. in Economics & Statistics  - University of Western Ontario

	Shilpa Kotecha
	Daughter of Late Chandubhai and Sushila Kotecha of Hamilton
	English Literature and Womens' Studies plus post-graduate Degree in Corporate Communications - McMaster University

	Seema Madhvani
	Daughter of Shakuntala and Dhiru Madhvani of Markham
	Doctor of Medicine - University of Western Ontario, London

	Kavita Manek
	Daughter of Pradip and Padma Manek of Orlando, Florida
	Bachelor of Science in Human and Organisational Development - University in Nashville, Tennessee

	Sanjay Nathwani
	Son of  Raju & Vandana Nathwani of Mississauga
	Bachelors of Commerce - McMaster University

	Ashish Ondhia
	Son of Narendra & Ramila Ondhia of Toronto
	Business Administration program at the Richard Ivey School of   Business at the University of Western Ontario

	Nimesh Ondhia
	Son of Harshad and Bharti Ondhia of Toronto
	Bachelor of Mathematics majoring in Computer Science and Software Engineering - University of Waterloo

	Dharmesh Raja
	Son of Jayandra & Ranjan Raja of Brampton
	BA Economics, Minor in Management Sciences - University of Waterloo

	Suraj Raythatha
	Son of Manoj & Daxa Raythatha of Calgary
	Business Administration Degree - Richard Ivey School of Business 

	Neha Ruparelia
	Daughter of Pravin and Madhuri Ruparelia of Ottawa
	Bachelor of Computer Science degree - University of Ottawa

	Chirag Sodha
	Son of Chandulal & Shobhna Sodha of Toronto
	B.A. in Economics (Spec.)  - McMaster University in Hamilton


Engagements/Weddings…

· Son of Kirit and Jyoti Bhojani, and grandson of Chotalal and Damyantiben  Bhojani of Scarborough, ON. are pleased to announce the engagement of  their son "Krishna" to "Nikita" daughter of Shree (Dr.) Arvindbhai and  Jyotshnaben Kotecha of Beeton, ON. on October 12, 2002
· Sonia Badiani daughter of Raju and Prakash  Badiani of Richmond Hill wedded Ravi Kanani son of Amita and Subodh Kanani of Mississauga on July 27 2002

Congratulations to…

( 
Congratulations to Proud Parents and Grand Parents Alisha Badiani was born on June 28, 2002. Proud Parents are Reshma & Urvish Badiani and Grand Parents are Amartlal and Savitaben Badiani & Narendrabhai and Sarlaben Kanani

(
Congratulations to Prafulbhai Mehta of Winnipeg, Manitoba who was awarded the Fellowship of the College of Family Physicians of Canada and participated at the convocations in Montreal on November 9th, 2002 in Montreal during the annual scientific assembly of the college.

(
Congratulations to Sejal Thakrar, who finished in 2nd place in the Ontario Black & Knight Mixed Badminton Tournament held in Mississauga in November.

· We are pleased to report that Mr. Prabhudasbhai Ruparell and Dineshbhai Dattani, both of Calgary, Alberta, are the proud recipients of Her Majesty the Queen’s Jubilee Medals.

The Jubilee Medal Awards were presented, on behalf of the Queen, by Her Honour The Honourable Lois E. Hole, the Lieutenant Governor of Alberta at a ceremony held on November 13, 2002, at the University of Calgary. These medals are awarded to those who have made significant contribution to Canada, to their community, or to their fellow Canadians.

Prabhudasbhai took over his father’s cotton ginning and oil milling business at the tender age of 20 and was the first Asian businessman to form partnerships with the local African cooperative society in Tanzania.  Since his arrival in Canada in the 1970’s, in addition to establish a successful business empire, he has devoted much of his time to social and community organizations, including fund raising for the Hindu Society of Calgary and the Hindu Temple and Cultural Center in Calgary.  In addition, he has devoted significant time and resources to assist a variety of organizations within the Calgary community.

Dineshbhai, a chartered accountant, become involved in the oil industry serving in various financial and corporate capacities over the past twenty-five years in Calgary.  He has served on numerous committees, and boards of organizations, such as the United Way of Calgary and Area.  In addition, to being Finance Chair, he has served on a number of committees and is currently heading a New Gifts Initiative by way of a development of a Charitable Stock Option program for long term endowment funds.

LCA is proud to congratulate Prabhudasbhai Ruparell and Dineshbhai Dattani and are pleased that our Lohana members are being recognized as part of Her Majesty the Queen’s Jubilee celebrations. 
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The postage for this Newsletter has been kindly sponsored by:

Mr. Jayanti Davda,

CFP, CLU, CHFC
For all your financial needs, you can reach him at

Phone: 
(905) 507-6600

Email:  
jayanti_davda@cooperators.ca
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LOHANA COMMUNITY FUNDING INITIATIVES

(A Resolution Submitted by the Board of Directors)

Whereas:

· Funding for community is a major challenge facing us since fixed, non-event costs exceed $ 5,000 / year, many religious events are generally not self-funded, and operating costs continue to increase due to inflation and increasing demands.

Therefore, it is resolved that all of the following Lohana Community Funding Initiatives be adopted:

(1)
INCREASE OF LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES


The Life Membership fee shall be raised to $ 501 effective 2003, $ 750 effective 2005, and $ 1,001 effective 2007.  All Life Membership fees collected from now on shall be included in the Operating Budget (and not in the Restricted Fund).


Rationale:
 Life Membership represents a powerful emotional bond that Lohanas have with their community. The Life Membership fees continue to help the community raise funds and the last time we had raised life membership fee was over 10 years ago.  At least for the foreseeable future, it is proposed that new Life Member revenues may be used for operations.

(2)
INCREASE OF “REGULAR ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP” DUES FOR MEMBERS RESIDING IN GTA 


The annual membership fee that is applicable to members that are not Life Members shall, from now on, be called “Regular Annual Membership”.  The Regular Annual Membership fee for members that reside within Greater Toronto Area (between Hamilton and Oshawa, inclusive) shall be increased to $ 50.00.  The Regular Annual Membership fee for members residing outside GTA shall continue to be $ 30.00.


Rationale:We have many Lohanas who are not life members, but truly feel proud to be members of this Association and participate in many of our functions. We have not raised our Annual dues over 10 years and as our costs keep on accelerating, it is only fair that Non-life members contribute to the well being of our community.

(3)
“SUSTAINING ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP” DUES FOR LIFE MEMBERS 

The existing and new Life Members wishing to sustain their paid membership for any calendar year shall be assessed a “Sustaining Annual Membership” fee of $ 25.00 per calendar year.  This form of membership shall be available only to paid Life Members.  A Life Member may choose not to pay sustaining fee for any year; however, in this case, and for that year, the non-sustaining Life Member will be deemed to be an unpaid member for that year and the event-based charges payable by such a Life Member shall be the same as the charges payable by any other unpaid member.


Rationale:As recognized by many Life Members, the continuing advantages for Life Members over a long period far exceed their initial contribution.  Further, this nominal charge is essential for the financial wellbeing of the community, and the Life Members will pay annual sustaining fees that are half the annual fees paid by regular members.   

(4)
LIMITED AND TRANSPARENT USE OF “RESTRICTED FUNDS” FOR OPERATING BUDGET


The “Restricted Fund” shall continue to be maintained separate from the Operating Funds.  However, as a last resort in case of shortfall in annual operating funds, the Executive Committee may make an annual withdrawal from the Restricted Fund for an amount up to the higher of $ 2,000 or 5 % of remaining Restricted Fund, in order to cover shortfall in operating revenue.  At every Annual general Meeting, the President and the treasure shall make a special mention in their reports about the funds withdrawn from (and outstanding balance in) the Restricted Fund, if any.

 
Rationale:The amount of $ 40,000 in the Restricted Fund should be available for emergency use.  However, there is a need for transparency and accountability, so the Executive Committees do not become over-dependent on this fund.

(5) REVISION OF DEFINITION OF MEMBERSHIP

Currently, Family Membership is defined as the contributing member and his/her spouse, all unmarried children and parents who are dependent or who are over 60 years of age.  From now on, Family Membership shall be defined as the contributing member and his/her spouse, all unmarried and dependent children under the age of 21, and parents who are dependent or are over 65 years of age.   (The definition of Individual Member remains unchanged as single persons who are not deemed to qualify under the family membership class).



Rationale:
There are many young adults in our community who are no longer dependent, and they are earning income.  Also, there are many married children within an extended family structure, as per the norm within our culture. Further, the baby boomers continue to lead a healthy lifestyle, and work, beyond 60 years. It is considered fair and responsible to ask these individuals to contribute towards the upkeep of the community.

2003 Annual General Meeting
Saturday, January 18th, 2003  6:00 PM – 11:00 PM

at The Hindu Mandir (Professional Court) in Mississauga

By popular demand the “Antaakshari” program is back

To participate, please contact Rishi Chandarana by phone (905) 566-4887 or via email at rishi_chandarana@yahoo.com. Call ASAP as the number of participants is limited 

Timing will be observed strictly

AGENDA

1. Review of minutes of 2002 AGM

2. Resolution on Community Funding

3. Treasurer’s Report

4. President’s Report

5. Dissolution of 2002 Executive Committee

“The provisional constitution, which has not been formalized, allows for the executive committee to have a 2 year term. However, as in the past years, formality requires that the current executive committee be dissolved. Further, the current executive committee wishes to encourage wider participation by members by making room for new committee members and officers”.

6. Election process for 2003 Executive Committee

7. Any other business

8. Adjournment

``````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````````
Meeting:




6:00 – 7:30 PM

Dinner:




7:30 – 9:00 PM

Antaakshari & Musical Journey:
9:00 PM – 11:00 PM

The Executive Committee wishes to thank the community for a wonderful year, delightful experience, and unfailing support.  Some of us feel that we have been at it for longer than justifiable, and that we should give opportunity for others to enjoy the benefits of serving the community in leadership roles.  As a result, we have decided to make room for new committee and its officers.  Please inform Sunit Radia (905-567-6941) if you are interested to serve on the Executive Committee next year.
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